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: Sedki report IMF understanding 




CAWDOR)— JSjtyptiaa Prime MioisterAtef Sedki on Monday reported 
a w&anxiWt progressjn talks with the Intcmatkjnal Monetary Band 
(B^ fqgiwad byciedB&aC ty to Sxbflfion. tie also said his g o v »»» M» ^ 
’racwtconh^torerawrtsfoioigQ borrowing poEcyaiKi was conskJaing 


Sodld ton p^f^ffia'Thegovoamient^wffl not accept any outiitjKxu ,. (t 
whidi nm u gaitf foc-intereag of Egypt in talks with the rntw matirnrfr '.'v 

Monetary Fond and the WoddBmk.lt also wishes to refer to thefKi that 4 ■; 

SeSlBMD^md twdiesaad foe ^pOTtaf^rto^ 
waate XMFbaferasKrf-paynxaus support to make up for a sharp decflacni \ 
its doflar earning* from oil exports, remittances of Egyptians employed ._ r . y 
. abio*d]ttd toanSn. President Hosed Mubarak has taken a toughliiie oo 
Ihff Jkoatods to lift subsidies naming at neariyS2bilBM a year, sawing 
Egypt woakJ iosiead work out a new method fo ensure that only the poor* _ 

benefitted from subsidies- v 
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Cabinet funds camps’ projects 

AMMAN (Pena) —The Cabinet has decided to spend JD 37,800 
oo a number of projects at Palestinian refugee camps in the 
Kingdom, According to the Jordan News Agency, the decision 
was taken upon recommendation by Minister of Occupied 
Territories Affairs Mr. Maiwan Dudin. It said that JD 10,000 will 
be spent on paving the roads of Souf refugee camp. JD 12,000 for 
asphalting the Jerash refugee camp road, JD 1,500 for 
establishing a library for the youth dub at Prince Hassan Camp, 
and JD 2500 for establishinga centre for the handicapped at Azmi 
At Mufti martyr camp, JD 3000 for building a police station at 
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Wife kiUs husband 

near K^rak 

V. 1 KARAK (J.T-) —An 18-year-okI 
'-wife shot and killed her 
' 54-year-old husband while he was 
asleep in his bed oo Monday, 
sources said. The motive for the 
murder was not immediately 
known, but the Jordan Times 
■' learned that the wife, identified 
only as SA., was under police 
custody and the case under 
investigatiou by the concerned 
authorities. The gun used in the 
' . murder belonged to the murdered 

- husband, identified only as S.S.S., 

- (he wife said in admitting guilt for 
the crime, the sources sakl. The 
couple lived in the village erf Wadi 

' • Ibo Hammad, an agricultural area 
'* just outside Kazak. 

Chadian post s^id 
v, under Libyan eontrol 

PARIS ( AP) — Press reports said 
Monday that the desert outpost of 
Zouar at the edge of the Tibesti 
' mountains in extreme northern 

* Chad fell to the Libyan forces that 
had been attacking it since Dec. 
19, The Chadian embassy in Paris' 
would not confirm or deny the 
report. There was no word from 
the government of President 

. Hissene Habre in N'djamena. 
capital of the impoverished 
former French colony in 
north-central Africa, about the 
fighting between Libyan troops 
and the guerrillas of former rebel 
leader Goukouni Oueddei. 

* 

U.S. legislators 
differ over missile 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A 

- Republican Senator on Monday 

- criticised US. President Ronald. 
Reagan' s support for construction 
of the truck -mounted Midgetman 
missile, saying it would waste 
defence dollars. But the 
•Democratic chairman of the 

House of Representatives Armed 
Services Co mmitte e defended Mr. 

. . . Reagan’s position. “I think that 
’ ' ' “ the small missile is going to be 
»*. totally lmaffoxdable,” Republican 
Senator Pete Wilson said in an 
interview on ABC Television’s 
"Good Morning America’’ 

; programme. Representative Les 

- Asp in, chairman of the house 
Aimed Services Committee, said 
he considered the administration’s 
package “a very good plan" that 
was expensive but “money well 
spent." He said the mobffity of die 
truck-mounted Midgetman would 
enable it to survive a Soviet attack . 

ETA riaims 
new explosion 

BAQUEERA-BERET (AP) — 

Basque separatists claimed 
responsibility Monday for a bomb 
" that exploded in a hotel close to 
the winter residence of the 
Sp anish royal family, causing 
minor damage and no injuries, 
officials said. It was die fourth 
! bombing claim this week by ETA, 

" the Basque separatist 
' organisation. A government 
spokesman said a caller saying he 
represented ETA telephoned the 
load fixe station and hospital in 

this Pyitnees mountains ski resort 

' , at 6:1S am. The caller said a 
bomb had been planted in foe 
Mon tar to hotel. The device 
exploded at 6:50 aan. (0550 
GMT) on foe third floor of the 
. hotel, the spokesman said, causing 
minor damage. 
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Mubarak ends visit 
after extensive talks 
with King in Aqaba 

Abdul Meguid: Jordan-Egypt 
relations are at their best 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

EGYPTIAN President Hosni , Mubarak 
returned home on Monday after a 24-hour 
visit to Aqaba where he held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein on Issues to be tackled 
by the forthcoming Islamic summit and 
matters related to bilateral relations. 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, who 
accompanied the president on foe 
visit, told reporters cm arrival in 
Cairo that Egyptian-Jordanian 
relations were at “their best" 
“Our relations are as good as 
relations coukl be between two 
brotherly Arab stales," Dr. Abdul 
Megukl was quoted as saying by 
die Middle East News Agency 
(MENA).“Ihope that other Arab 
countries will follow Jordan.’’ 
The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said foe King and President 
Mubarak had discussed “all 
aspects of foe Arab situation, 
international issues of mutual 
concern and cooperation between 
both countries." 


In Cairo, Dr. Abdul Meguid 
aim said Jordan remained in 
favour of bolding dialogue with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) on a joint 
strategy to wants peace in foe 
Middle East 

“Egypt is keen to keep a 
Jordanian -Palestinian dialogue. 
We felt a good readiness on foe 
part of Jordan in this respect" he 
said. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid did not 
elaborate and President Mubarak 
did not make any statement to 
reporters. 

But in Amman, well-informed 
sources told foe Jordan Times that 
“there was not any new 
developments regarding a 


resumption of political 
coordination between Jordan and 
the PLO leadership." The 
sources, which was dose to the 
Egyptian- Jordanian talks in 
Aqaba, said that Dr. Abdul 
Megukfs statement “basically 
reflected" Egypt’s concern that 
both Jordan and foe PLO resume 
joint political efforts to find a 
peaceful .settlement for the 
Palestinian question. 

“It is true that Jordan is not 
against foe principle of dialogue 
with the PLO," the sources 
observed, “but in order for such a 
dialogue to resume there should 
be an understanding and such an 
understanding would only be 
achieved if there was a change of 
position on the part of foe PLO." 

According to the source, “so far 
there has not been any change on 
the PLO leadership's position." 

Jordan broke off political 
coordination with the PLO 
leadership when the latter refused 
to accept UN. Resolution 242 on 
its own before joining a 
UJS .-sponsored peace process in 
the Middle East 

(Continued on page 3) 


Amal leader orders ‘camps war 
Ceasefire as ‘New Year gesture’ 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanon’s Shfite Muslim Amal 
mifitia leader Nabih Beni said 
Monday he had ordered a total 
and immediate ceasefire at 
, embattled Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon as a goodwill 
gesture for foe New Year. 

“On the occasion of foe New 
Year and as a goodwill gesture, 
because of the sisterly stand of 
Syria and foe wish erf foe Iranian 
president, (Afi Khamenei), we 
have called on our fighters to 
observe a total ceasefi re as of 
today,” Mr. Beni told a press 
conference in Damascus. 

“As of foe first day of tire New 
•Year, we shall allow all food 
supplies and medical assistance 
into the Rashidiyeh camp (near 
Tyre in South Lebanon),” Mr. 
Bern said. 

Amal, which has a blockaded 
Rashidiyeh’s 22,000 refugees for 
three months, has previously 
demanded the withdrawal of 
Palestinian fighters from foe 
strategic village of Maghdousheh 
near Ssdon as the price for lifting 
foe siege. 

Over 700 people have been 
killed and hundreds more 
wounded so far m the bitter 
Amal -Palestinian fighting which 


has also engulfed two refugee 
camps in southern Beirut. 

Iran has led mediation efforts 
between Amal and the 
Palestinians, mainly followers of 
Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 

An Iranian peace plan linking a 
Palestinian withdrawal from 
Maghdousheh with an end to 
AmaTs blockade of Rashidiyeh 
an d foe Beirut camps of ShatQa 
and Bourj A1 Bazajneh was 
agreed several weeks ago, but 
never properly implemented. 

“The Iranian-mediated 
agreement has been accepted by 
Amal movement and the 
Palestinians ” Mr. Beni said. 

“We are committed for our part 
to the Iranian agreement, which 
calls for a ceasefire, and we are 
working on its implementation 
despite obstacles from the 
Palestinian side aad in particular 
the Arafat loyalists," he added. 

He said he had ordered Amal 
commanders in the south to 
prepare to let food convoys into 
Rashidiyeh on Thursday. 

Three days ago Iran urged an 
end to foe “camps war” and the 
Iranian embassy in Beirut said 
Amal should lift its siege of 


Rashidiyeh for humanitarian 
reasons. 

Iranian chpk) ma t-media tor Issa 
Tabatabai has remained in 
Rashidiyeh for almost three 
weeks, pledging not to leave until 
a solution was achieved. 

Mr. Beni re iterated accusations 
that Mr. Arafat provoked foe 

camps war and was blocking peace 
efforts. “Arafat seeks to keep the 
situation in Lebanon tense,” he 


Syria has supported Amal 
charges that the FLO is trying to 
snatch back the military power 
base it lost in Lebanon after 
Israels 1982 invasion and a 1983 
revolt against Mr. Arafat's 
leadership by Syrian-backed 
Palestinians. 

The PLO has accused Amal of 
seeking a Shfite canton in the 
south and of playing policeman for 
Israel in foe area. 

It also says Amal and foe 
Syrians want to destroy 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon 

The latest camps war followed 
s imilar bouts of Amal -Palestjnian 
violence last summer and in 1985. 

Palestinian combat ability 
impresses Israel, page 2 


Hints emerge of thaw in Syrians 
Beirut-Damascus ties step up 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Hints 
emerged cm Monday of a possible 
thaw in official Syrian -Lebanese 
relations after an almost 
one-year-old strain. 

Prospects of reconciliation 
between President Amin 
Gemayel and Syrian Leader 
Hafez Al Assad rose after Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami said he 
would welcome a summit meeting. 

“We hope foe summit will 
convene if it bringssalvation,” Mr. 
Karami told reporters on Sunday 
after meeting an envoy from 
Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam. 

Mr. Karami has joined 
pro-Syrian cab met ministers in 
refusing contact with Mr. 
Gemayel since the Maxonite 
Christian president rejected a 
Syrian-backed peace plan for 
Lebanon last January. 

“If Presklent Gemayel, with 
whom we share naponsfoiKty for 
Lebanon’s fate, has chosen the 
Damascus road as a means to 
convene the cabinet, then we are 
with him” Mr. Karami said. 

Bankers said the paralysis of 
Mr. Kaiamfs "national unity” 
government had contributed to a 
disastrous collapse of the 


Lebanese pound, which has lost 
more than 78 percent of its value 
against the dollar this year. (See 
page 7) 

Mr. Gemayel was reported 
Sunday to be ready to deploy his 
troops against the Palestinians if 
Syria supported his political 
reform plan'. 

Mr. Gemayel was also reported 
by Abu Dhabi’s Al Ittihad 
newspaper to have expressed a 
readiness to allow Syria to deploy 
its troops throughout Lebanon to 
help end die 1116-year-old civil 
war. 

Quoting unidentified sources 
dose to Mr. Gemayel in Beirut, 
the government-owned 
newspaper said Mr. GemayeTs 
purported offer to back Amal 
agamst foe Palestinians was a 
“dramatic shift in alliances” in 
Lebanon. 

The independent An Nahar 
newspaper said Mr. Karamfs 
remarks on Sunday were “an 
important development in 
contacts between Beirut and 
Damascus and a proof that 
‘mediation between foe Lebanese 
and Syrian regimes has, gone a 
long way towards convening a 
summit." 


step up 
Tripoli 
manhunt 

BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops 
scouring villages in the rugged 
mountains of north Lebanon for 
militants were reinforced on 
Monday with tanks and extra mas, 
police said. 

They said foe reinforcements 
joined a week-old manhunt for 
pro-Palestinian Muslim 
fundamentalists suspected of 
taking part in recent dashes with 
Syrian troops in Tripoli. 

Militants of the Tripoli-based 
Islamic Unification Movement 
(Tawheed) militia are thought to 
have taken refuge in remote 
villages in the Akkar region 
northeast of the port city and in 
the mountains of Denniyeh to the 
southeast. 

Sheikh Hashem Minqara, one 
oflhwheed’s self-styled “emirs,'' 
was reported capturw last Friday 
after Syrian troops surrounded 
him in a valley near Bqarsouna 
village. Seven of his men were 
Itilfed before he and four others 1 
surrendered. i 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; LehanaifcJ jxmnd; Saudi^jfeabia 1.50 riyais; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence | 

Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
reports 35,000 
Iranian casualties 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor bid farewell to 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and his wife Suzanne on Monday 
at the end of the Egyptian leader's 24-hour visit to Aqaba (Petra 
photos) 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN - The 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. the major 
Iranian group opposed to the 
Tehran regime of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, sakl Monday 
that at least 35,000 Iranian 
soldiers were killed or wounded in 
last week's blunted thrust into 
southern Iraq. 

The group, in a statement 
telexed to the Jordan Times, 
quoted Mujahedeen supporters in 
the Iranian armed forces for the 
casualty figure. 

“The Khomeini regime's latest 
offensive against Iraqi territory 
was a complete failure,” the 
statement quoted its sources as 
saying. 

In addition to the thousands of 
killed or wounded, the death toll 
was mounting because of severe 
problems transferring the 
wounded from the front fine to 
hospitals, the statement said. 

Iraq has said that more than 
32,000 Iranian soldiers were 
killed or wounded m the two-day 
Iranian thrust, which was 
launched Wednesday night, and 
reporters visiting foe battlefront 


on Saturday said they counted 
hundreds of Iranian corpses 
littering the area of floating in foe 
Shatt Al Arab waterway. 

Iraq has said that the Iranian 
assault was aimed at its southern 
port of Basra after taking the 
Umm Al Rassas island in foe 
waterway. The island was 
recaptured by the Iraqis Friday 
rooming. 

The Mujahedeen statement 
named 14 Iranian divisions and 
four brigades that took part in the 
attack and said the ill-fated 
offensive was planned by Iran’s 
parliamentary speaker, Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

The regime's objective in this 
offensive was to cross the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway and cut off the 
Fao- Basra highway, the statement 
said. “On that same day, 
Rafsanjani had promised a large 
offensive at the front. But, 
subsequent to the complete defeat 
of the offensive —16 hoars a f t e r it 
was launched and reported by 
most news agencies — in an 
attempt to cover up its disastrous 
defeat, the regime in 

its media that this was a imbe d 
and dhrersbnaiy assault.” 


O’Connor backs Palestinian self-determination 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Roman Catholic 
I Cardinal John O'Connor erf New 
i York on Monday said he 
'supported the right of 
self-determination for the 

Palestinian people. 

D tiring a visit to the auriehfcity 
: of Jerash on the first full day of his 
three-day visitto Jordan, Gudina! 
O'Connor told newsmen 
accompanying him foal it was his 
,view and foe view of the Vatican 
that the Palestinians were entitled 
forsetf-determination as a people. 

It is a long-standing American 
view that all people in the world 
should have self-detexrainatioo 
and this view goes back to the late 
American President Woodrow 
Wilson, said the cardinal 
Earlier, in a visit to the Biqaa 
refugee camp, the largest of II 
. Palestinian refugee camps in 
Jordan, Cardinal O’Connor 
deplored the continuing 
Palestinian plight and denial to 
them of their basic human rights. 

“I do not see why two peoples 
cannot five together as they did 
before. A just solution should be 
found for the right of each 
people,” said Cardinal O’Connor, 
referring the Israeli and 
Palestinian people. 

Monsjgnor Raouf Najjar, head 
of foe Roman Catholic Church in 
Amman, who accompanied 


Cardinal O’Connor on foe visit, 
said the archbishop of New York 
was “moved by foe kmd of life he 
saw there (at the Biqaa camp) and 
said. every people should have the 
right to live in their own land.” 

“1 think that no-one can spend 
any time out here without 
suffering with the Palestinian 
people and recognising the very 
crucial need,” the carom al said. 

His trip to the camp was part of 
his programme in Jordan in his 
capacity as president of the Near 
East National Catholic Welfare 
Organisation (NENCWO), which 
supports several relief 
programmes for Palestinian 
refugees. 

The cardinal toured foe camp, 
watched several classes in 
progress in schools run by foe 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees, and visited a 
maternity clinic. 

He was quoted assaying by AP 
that he bad seen improvements 
since last visiting the camp six 
years ago, and that he was “glad 
UNRWA is doing as well as if s 
doing', helped by foe pontifical 
mission to Palestine.” 

But be added: “How long will 
these people have to live as 
refugees 1 / That’s foe essential 
question that is raised.” 

He said he had decided to tour 
the camp because “it is incumbent 
on anybody who feels any kind of 



Cardinal John O’Connor 

responsibility to address the 
problems of the Middle East at 
all to see these refugee camps." 

‘Tm not in foe slightest bit 
interested in blaming anybody,” 
be said, “but in trying to see what 
can be done.” 

In foe ancient city of Jerash, 
where he was the guest of honour 
at a luncheon hosted by Mr. Nasri 
Attallah, director general of the 
Tourism Authority, Cardinal 
O’Connor described the 
Palestinian problem, as a 
“festering sore that must be 


addressed." 

The cardinal, spiritual leader of 
the Roman Catholics of New 
York, arrived here an Sunday. He 
is scheduled to be received by His 
Majesty King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Zaid Rifai on 
Tuesday. 

The cardinal, who is scheduled 
to leave for foe occupied West 
Bank and Holy Land on 
Wednesday, brushed aside 
questions on Monday of his 
schedule in. Jerusalem saying that 
nothing was final and he would 
plm his movements there in line 
with “whatever comes up." 

Controversy surrounds the 
cardinal's visit to the occupied 
territories . Israeli leaders have 
insisted that they would meet 
Ordinal O’Connor only in their 
offices in Jerusalem, but Vatican 
protocol prohibits any official 
meetings between Roman 
Otholic clergy and Israeli 
government leaders in Jerusalem, 
the Israeli occupation of which is 
rejected by foe Holy See. 

A spokesman for Cardinal 
O’Connor said Monday that “we 
wiH see what happens when we get 
there. The cardinal wiD be m touch 
with Israeli government officials 
and we have maintained dose 
contacts with foe Israeli consol 
general m New York. The cardinal 
will act in accordance with the 
policies of the Vatican ” 


U.S. and Iran discuss 
frozen assets and claims 


Haniyeh predicts stepped-up 
anti-Arab drive in West Bank 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — UB. 
and Iranian officials met on 
Monday to negotiate the return of 
more than 5500 million in 
frozen assets Iran seeks as a 
condition for interceding on 
behalf of American hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Negotiators from foe Iranian 
central bank and the New York 
Federal Reserve Bank met to 
work out foe terms for return of 
S506 million, plus interest, to 
Iran. 

That amount represeats Iran’s 
overpayment into a S3.67-b3Kod 
fund held by the New York Fed 
for repayment of syndicated bank 
Joans to Iran. 

The Iran-UJS. tribunal had 
offered to arbitrate the issue of the 
surplus funds, known as Account 
One, but American and Iranian 
negotiators opted for a series of 
meetings this week to try to settle 
foe issue themselves. 

Two other series of meetings, in 
London and at The Hague, have 
been held in the last two months to 
work out conditions for releasing 
Account One that would absolve 
the New York Fed of any liability 
for its six-year management of the 
funds. 

The United States has agreed m 
principle to repaymentof Account 
One, although there are 
reportedly still a small amount of 
unpaid syndicated loans to be 

settled. 

Account One has taken on 
addeu significance because 


Hashemi Rafsanjani, speaker of 
the Iranian parliament, has said 
several times in recent weeks that 
his government would intercede 
on behalf of US. hostages in 
Lebanon if Washington released 
Iranian assets. 

Monday’s meeting was 
surrounded by the near-total 
secrecy which has traditionally 
marked foe tribunal s proceedings 
and no names of delegates were 
given. 

US. embassy spokesman Sam 
Wuader said the parties met 
despite the expiry an Dec. 20 of a 
dead fine set by foe tribunal in 
August when it urged Iran and the 
United States to start immediate 
negotiations on the case. 

The tribunal has solved some 
900 out of 4,000 claims cases 
pending between the United 
States and Iran. It was formed 
over five years ago as part of the 
agreement under which hostages 
held in the US. embassy in 
Tehran were released. 

Among foe claims waiting to be 
consideredis one for Sll billion 
by Iran over alleged defaults on 
ou&taiy contracts. 

The tribunal is the only public 
forum for bilateral meetings 
between Iran and the United 
States, which froze US.-beld 
Iranian assets when relations 
'between the two countries broke 
down following the 1979 
overthrow of foe Shah and 
subsequent taking of American 
hostages by Iranian students. 


GENEVA (AP) — A Palestinian 
newspaper editor deported by the 
Israeli occupation authorities in 
defiance of International Red 
Goss protests said on Monday he 
believes his expulsion is foe first 
move in a stepped up Israeli 
campaign against all Arab 
institutions in the occupied 
territories. 

Akram Haniyeh, editor of the 
East Jerusalem Al Shaab daily, 
also renewed his denial of Israeli 
charges that he was a top official of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“Like any Palestinian, I am a 
supporter of the PLO,” Mr. 
Haniyeh said in an interview with 
AP. “But the accusations that I 
was involved in PLO activities, 
that I was a senior official, are j ust 
untrue.” 

He said he was deported 
bqcause “they are afraid of my 
wbid.” 

“They don't want me to express 
ray people's sufferings, my 
people’s dreams of independence. 
My expulsion is the first shot in a 
very aggressive campaign against 
foe press and against all other 
Arab institutions in foe occupied 
territories,” he sakl. He feared 
that in the next few months many 
Arab publications trill be dosed 
by foe Israelis, he added. 

Mr. Haniyeh, 33 and a 
bachelor, said he has “only one 
plan and foatistogo back home.” 

“I can't live outride my country 
and I can't work outside my 
country.” 


He said he hopes to enlist the 
support of the International Press 
Institute in London, the 
International Federation of 
Journalists in Brussels and foe 
Prague-based International 
Union of Journalists in his efforts 
to return. 

He said such support might give 
him a chanoe although Ire knew 
only of one case in which an Arab 
deportee was allowed by Israel to 
return. The Geneva-based 
all-Swiss International 
Committee of the Red Cross has 
denounced his expulsion as a new 
violation by Israel of foe Geneva 
Convention on the treatment erf 
civilians in occupied territories. 

Mr. Haniyeh said ’working 
conditions for the Arab press 
under Israeli control were 
“terrible'’ and frustrating. “Your 
word does not reach the reader 
because foe best articles are only 
read by you and foe censor.” But 
he sad that he and his Arab 
colleagues feel that even if their 
work is reduced to “five per cent, 
it is still worth it.” 

He said he dropped a supreme 
court appeal against his expulsion 
because his lawyer was refused to 
see the evidence against him and 
because Israel maintained that foe 
Geneva Convention was not 
applicable. 

“I dd not want to be an actor in 
a boring play,” he said. 

He sad Algerian authorities 
had agreed to give him temporary 
refuge. 
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Palestinian combat 
ability in Lebanon 
impresses Israelis 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The Israeli army has been 
highly impressed by the combat performance of 
Palestinian commandos against the Shi’ite Amal 
militia in Lebanon over past weeks, senior military 
sources said Monday. 


Junieh 


WAVELL 


Beirut 


LEBANON 


Sidon 


1 Kftafde 


EIN EL HILWEH 


Masnaa' 


MflEH MIEH< 


They told foreign 
correspondents that Israel felt the 
Palestinians clearly outclassed 
Amal in fighting around die South 
Lebanon port of Sidon and still 
had the power to dictate the 
course of battle. 

The sources spoke at a special 
briefing for overseas reporters, 
who are rarely offered direct 
insight into top-level Israeli 
militaiy thinking. The briefing was 
on condition that spokesmen be 
ne idler identified nor quoted 
directly. 

The Israeli military believes 
Palestinian successes may now 
prompt neutral Lebanese factions 
to back AmaJ for fear of a 
resurgence of Palestinian power in 
Lebanon, the sources said. 

They said Israel would prefer an 
Amal victory as a lesser danger 
butthe movement's close ties with 
Syria made cooperation 
impossibleeven if Israel wanted it. 

Israel believes Palestinian 
forces will retain the upper hand 
for the time being except in the 
case of an unlikely direct 
intervention by Syria, the sources 
said. 

But in the long term Israel feels 
that superior Shfite manpower 
reserves could change the 
situation in an inevitable new 


round of all-out fighting, possibly 
in the coming year. 

The sources said Israeli 
Specialists, analysing fighting for 
the strategic town of 
Maghdousheh near Sidon. felt 
that the Palestinians showed 
unprecedented ability to 
manoeuvre separate forces and 
first-class leadership qualities in 
the field. 

The outstanding force was 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat* sown 
Fateh group, which rallied behind 
it all Palestinian fighting 
organisations save those loyal to 
Syria, the sources said. 

But Israel believes unity in the 
field failed to narrow differences 
between Mr. Arafat and groups 
which reject his leadership of the 
PLO. 

Mr. Arafat strengthened his 
own position with in Fateh, 
however, and narrowed divisions 
between opposing factions, the 
Israeli sources said. 

In a separate development 
Israeli Chief of Staff Lt.-Ger. 
Mo she Levy warned Syria Sunday 
not to engage Israel in chemical 
warfare, Israel Radio reported. 

"If the Syrians use chemical 
weapons (against Israel) they will 
face a strong Israeli reaction," he 
was quoted as saying , but the 
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report did not elaborate. 

" We are preparing the army not 
only to defend itself against 
chemical weapons but also to 
continue fighting under chemical 
warfare conditions. We are also 
preparing the civilian population 
which may be a target for ... 
chemical weapons," he said. 

Army sources speaking on 
condition of anonymity in 
accordance with military 
regulations believe Syria is 
equipped with Tabun and Sarin, 
highly toxic nerve gases even small 
doses of which can cause 
convulsions, paralysis and death. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said earlier this month that 
Syria's chemical weapons 
delivery systems iaclude 
ground-to-ground missiles, 
artillery shells and bombs. 


Iran rules out accord with U.S. 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) - 
Iranian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi has ruled out any 
resumption of relations with .the 
United States and accused the 
Soviet Union of preventing better 
relations between Iran and 
Eastern Europe, Iran's official 
news agency reported. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA). monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Mr. Musavi as 
saying when he delivered his 

K verament budget to the Majlis, 
in's parliament: “There will be 
no reconciliation on our side with 
the United States.” 

The IRNA report did not 
elaborate! But Vlr. .vfusavi's^Iunt 
declaration followed- tough 
anti-American statements in 
recent weeks by other Iranian 
leaders. 

They followed disclosures that 
President Ronald Reagan secretly 
shipped arms to Iran in a bid to 
patch up relations severed in 
lv 7y. 

Majlis Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, a key aide, of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
last month ruled out high-level 
contacts with Washington because 
they were '‘incompatible with the 
aspirations that we have insisted 
upon.” 

He noted the "considerable 
pressure” on Iran's war-bane red 
economy cause by this year’s 
plunge in the price of oil, Iran’s 


main revenue earner. 

Mr. Musavi charged the price 
fall was a “conspiracy by the 
United States, Western industrial 
countries and reactionary leaders 
in the regioa" to force Iran to the 
negotiating table in the 6-year-old 
Gulf war with Iran. IRNA 
reported. 

He claimed a punishing Iraqi air 
offensive against Iran's industrial 
centres and its vital oil 
exports, its economic lifeline, was 
"guided by the CIA.” 

This was an apparent reference 
to U.S. disclosures that 
Washington had provided Iraq 
with U.S. spy satellite intelligence. 
'TRNX'quotecT Mr.' MusaVf as' 
teiimg’ -pailia men ti “Most of the 
European countries are too 
hostile towards the Islamic 
Revolution so that we cannot have 
normal relations with them ... 
improved relations with these 
countries would depend on a 
change in their attitude.” 

He added : “ We believe thar our 
relations with East Bloc countries 
can be improved. 

" We believe also that the Soviet 
government specifically is 
responsible for a lack of suitable 
growth of relations with the East 
Bloc.” 

The IRNA despatch did not 
elaborate. 

The Iranians signed a major 
economic agreement with the 
Soviets last month. It included 


joint industrial and economic 
projects, including the resumption 
of natural gas supplied cut off in 
1V>80 when Tehran- Moscow 
relations were strained. 

However, Iran has sought to 
keep the Soviets at arms length 
and demanded an immediate 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from 
neighbouring Aghanistan. 

IRNA said Mr. Musavi stressed 
Sunday: “In Afghan istan we want 
a non-aligned and anti-American 
system of government to come to 
power, relying on the will of the 
Muslim people of the country.” 
Mr. Musavi conceded .that 
Iran's econo cnic -.problems have 
“naturally brought about certain 
Hardship But he stressed'^BBt 
"the Islamic Republic is standing 
firmly on its own feet.” 

He claimed that despite Iraqi 
attacks on Iran's oil industry, "the 
Islamic Republic's production and 
export capabilities have not only 
not declined, but increased and its . 
installations have been made 
more invulnerable.” 

He said economic problems i 
have not diverted his government I 
from its policies. He stressed that I 
despite "current difficulties,” Iran 
was “devoting the maximum 
amount of foreign and Iranian 
currencies to the continued holy 
defence” of the nation. 

IRNA did not cite any overall 
statistics for the budget * 


According to another senior 
military source, during the 1982 
war in Lebanon Israeli troops 
fighting on the eastern from 
encountered traces of poison gas. 
which were later found to come 
from ruptured containers 
belonging to a Syrian chemical 
warfare unit. 

Gen. Levy has ordered that 
every army manoeuvre include 
chemical warfare defence 
exercises. 

In September, the army 
carried-out large-scale 
manoeuvres during which the port 
city of Haifa 100 kilometres north 
of Tel Aviv faced a simulated 
chemical attack. 

Sensor military sources have 
also said that chemical warfare 
defeace training will be given 
throughout Israel's schools. 

Israel 
postpones 
Demjanjuk 
trial for 
a month 

PEL AVTV(AP) -The judges in 
the trial of John Demjanjuk, a 
retired autoworker from Ohio, 
acceded to the request of the 
defence Monday and postponed 
for qne month the next hearing in 
the case, the Israeli News Agency 
ITIM-reported. 

The hearing scheduled for Jan. 
19 was moved to Feb. 16. OTM 
said. The trial, only the second 
Nazi war crimes trial in the Jewish 
state, is presided over by a special 
three-judge panel. It technically 
began Nov. iy with one brief 
hearing . 

Demjanjuk’s attorney. Mark 
O'Connor of Buffalo, N.Y., asked 
for the postponement to give him 
sufficient time . to study five 
prosecution material. ITIM said. 

O’Connor, who . is out of the 
country, was represented in court 
by an Israeli attorney, Yoram i 
Sheftel. The judges noted that this 
"apparently indicates that the 
problem of finding an Israeli 
lawyer to assist O'Connor had 
been solved.” ITIM reported. 
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Egyptian 
election 
system 
is under 
scrutiny 

CAIRO (R) — A court ruling this 
week may pose a challenge to the 
Egyptian electoral system which 
gave President Hosni Mubarak's 
party a huge majority in 

par liame nt. 

Polls in 1984 handed the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) 391 of th‘e 448 elected 
seats in the People's Assembly. 

Leftist parties were crush in gly 
defeated and the rightwing New 
Wafd Party, with 57 seats, became 
the largest opposition caucus. 

During the campaign, Kama! 
Khaled , a lawyer, challenged rules 
that require all candidates to be 
members of a political party and 
say any party must win at least 
eight percent of the national vote 
to oocupy seats it wins. 

On April 15. 1984, he filed a 
lawsuit accusing the government 
of denying him the right to stand 
as an independent. 

Khaled’s case moved from one 
court to another until it reached 
the supreme constitutional court, 
whose ruling next Saturday will be 
final 1 

The issue has sparked a row in 
parliament and debate has raged ; 
in newspapers on whether a 
verdict in Khaled’ s favour would 1 
put the constitutionality of the 
present parliament in question. 

Most lawyers agree that there 
will be no need for dissolution of 
the People's Assembly if Khaled 
wins. But the NDP, of which Mr. 
Mubarak is president , last week 
introduced a compromise bill to ; 
change the electoral system — 
apparently anticipating an 
unfavourable court ruling. 

The party says it wants a mix of 
the existing party slate system and 
individual candidacies. 

The bfil proposes that 48 
constituencies be set aside for 
independent candidates, while 
slates would apply in the other 
400.1taltocallsforabolitionof30 : 
seats reserved for women, saying 
they no longer need special 
treatment 

The bill still under debate in 
parliament, is strongly criticised 
by the opposition, which wants a 
complete change in the system 
rather than a tinkering with the 
old one. ■ 

• ■ Some members have branded 
the preseat rules undemocratic 
and others have called for 
British-style elections in which 
people can stand for seats without 
necessarily having party 
affiliations. 

The new argument follows a 
dispute between the government 
and opposition leaders who 
boycotted elections last October 
for the ShuTa (consultative) 
Gouncfl — a powerless debating 
chamber, 

“It has become apparent that 
there is something wrong with the 
election system in Egypt. Both the 
government and the opposition 
agree it must be corrected,” 
columnist Fathi Ghanim wrote in 
the political review Rose El 
Youssef. 


Shamir cleared in Shin Bet scandal 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has 
emerged unscathed from the Shin 
Bet security agency scandal in 
which no one is likely to face trial 
for the JdllzDg of two Arab bus 
hijackers and a cover-up of how 
they died. 

More than two years after the 
Israeli Hadashot daily defied 
military censors by publishing 
photographs of the frightened 
gunmen being led to their deaths, 
one of the country's worst 
scandals has come to what another 
newspaper Monday called a 
“happy end/’ 

On Sunday nigh t, a Justice 
Ministry report based on police 
findings cleared Shamir of 
sanctioning or helping Shin Bet 
cover up die kJUing of the two 
Arabs captured after they 
commandeered a civilian bus to 
occupied Gaza in April 1984. 

As prime minister at the time, 
Shamir was responsible for 
activities of the internal security 
agency. 

Two previous inquiries found 
the gunmen were beaten to death 
by interrogators after Israeli 
troops stormed the vehicle. 
Another two hijackers were k filed 
during the Israeli assault. 

No one has been indicted in the 
scandal and legal experts said it 
was unlikely any charges would 
ever be filed. 

“It appears the affair... has 
reached its end," said 
Immigration Minister Yaafcov 
Tzur of the Labour Party. 

Retired General Meir Zorea. 
who led the first of three inquiries 
into the hijacking, reacted bitterly 
to the failure to prosecute Shin 
Bet officials. 

He said on armed forces radio 
that Israel’ s moral values had gone 
"down the drain” when President 
Chaim Herzog pardoned Shin Bet 
chief Avraham Shalom and 10 


other agency officials last summer - 

In his request for amnesty, 
Shalom said he acted “with 
permission and authority" — an 
appareu t reference to Shamir. The 
Justice Ministry report carried on 
state television dismissed 
Shalom's statements as 
contradictory, untrustworthy and 
confused. 

“This entire exercise was 
carried out in Older to bail out 
Shin Bet ... it just is not done in a 


was not worthwhile to Op f n ario j! %■ 
whole affair to pubUcexammation 
which would cause g^ve damag 
to the security services. Mender 

In a scathing editorial on the 
government's handling of 
affair, the left-wing 
Hamishmar newspaper saw tne 
was no excuse for granting 
amnesty to the Shin Bet officials 
before any charges were filed. : 

“In accordance with law and 


ami jwi ... u jiai o uui uuuv m a “ — . 

proper country,” Zorea said about justice, they sho u,d ® ^ 
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the amnesty. 

Government leaders said they 
pushed for pardons in an effort to 
avoid judicial hearings in which 
the secret workings of Shin Bet 
might leak to the public. . 

The amnesty, however, also 
ended a coalition crisis touched off 
by the scandal and paved the way 
for then Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres to hand over power last 
October to Shamir under an 
agreement signed after an 
inconclusive general election in 
1984. 

But public pressure led to a 
police investigation last July upon 
which justice officials based their 
current findings. 

“It seems to me it was a mistake 
tou. try to prevent an investigation 
and then to have an inquiry after 
pardons were granted,” Tzur told 
state radio. 

“If time could be rolled back, I 
would say that from the start, the 
affair should have been 
investigated and exposed,” he 
said. 

Si amir, leader of the right-w ing 
Likud Party, was at the forefront 
of opposition to a third inquiry 
into the affair. 

“Yitzhak Shamir knew in his 
heart what we all know bow... that 
he was completely dean,” said 
Likud Parliamentarian Dan 
Meridor. 

"Nevertheless, he thought it 


arrested by police and put on maj 
on suspicion of committing the 
most serious crimes,” it said . 

The newspaper added: “It is 
inconceivable in a 

law-abiding country (citizens) can 
escape justice only because they 
headed a secret organisation or 
possessed large amounts of 
classified information." 

The J ustice Ministry report was 
prepared at the end of the third 
investigation into the scandal. 

In May 1984. a Defence 
Ministry inquiry led by Gen. 
Zorea recommended that Bng. 
Yitzhak Mordechai. then chief 
para troop and infantry officer.- 
face courtmartial on suspicion he ■ 
pistol-whipped one of the 
hijackers to death. . 

Another inquiry in April 198..; - 
by State Attorney Yonah 
Blattman upheld that 
recommendation . 

A military judge acquitted the 
general in August 1985 and 
Mordechai is now chief of Israel's 
Southern Command. 

Police launched their 
investigation last July after 
Reuven Hazak, deputy chief of 
Shin Bet. told Peres that Shalom 
had ordered rhe captured 
guerrillas killed and then 
fabricated evidence implicating 
Mordechai and exonerating Shin 
Bet. 


Somali leader warns against tribalism 


MOGADISHU (R) - SomaJi 
President Mohammad Siad Barre 
has warned that tribalism is 
re-emerging as a political factor in ■ 
this turbulent East African 
country. 

Addressing a rally in 
Mogadishu Sun da v to celebrate 
his re-election for a further 
seven-year term, Gen. Siad Barre 
said his government had faced 
several obstacles in recent 


months, including tribalism. 

Fierce clan rivalries in a former 
government led to the 19 69 coup 
in which Gen. Siad Barre seized 
power, and the president warned 
that tribalism “has once more 
reared its ugly head.’’ 

Government officials in 
Mogadishu said Gen. Siad Barre 
wasplanning a cabinet shuffle that 
would bring young technocrats 
into his ministerial team. 


The 67-year-old army general 
was the only candidate in the Dec. 
23 presidential election in which 
official returns gave him 99.93 per 
cent of die vote. 

In November he was re-elected 
leader of the ruling Somali 
Revolutionary Socialist Party at a 
congress which also endorsed 
recent economic reforms and the 
government’s pro-Western 
foreign policy. 


Clergymen clean Church of the Nativity 


. BETHLEHEM. Occupied West 
. Bank (APJ Israeli soldiers 
praediated a noisy argument 
between squabbling priests 
Monday during a Christmas 
season cleanup at the Church of 
the Nativity built at the traditional 
site of Jesus* birth. 

The Greek Orthodox and 
Armenian churches have argued 
for a century over cleaning rights 
to a three-square-raetee patch of 
wall in the church’s main basilica. 

Hie cleaning symbolises 
custodianship. The disputed area 
is of particular importance 
because it is just outside the 
entrance to the Grotto of Nativity, 
the cave which tradition identifies 
as the manger of Jesus’ birth. 

This year a crisis was averted 
when soldiers persuaded the 
priests to leave the disputed 


section of wall uodesmed; said 
military spokeswoman Capf. 
JEIisse Shazar. 

Two years ago Greek and 
Armenian monks came to blow 
over the same jpateh of walL 

Israel has interceded in such 
disputes among the churches s inoe 
occupying the holy sites of 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem in the 
1967 Middle East war. along with 
the rest of the West Bank. 

During the 60-minute cleanup, 
black-robed monks of each 
deno carnation scrubbed the stone 
walls with rags dipped in kerosene 
and dusted ornaments with 
brooms. Reporters and 
photographers were denied 
entry by dozens of troops and 
policemen at the scene.. 

Some shouting was beard 
beyond the walls. But the 


. cleigymen later “agreed to leav 
‘ that part of the wall undeanec 
and it all passed quietly." Capi . 
Shazar said. 

Police also kept hundreds o : 
tourists out of the basilica, whicl. 
was built in the fourth century. 

Many Palestinian Arabs of the 
Greek Orthodox and Rornar 
Catholic faiths converged at ar 
iron j^te leading to the church tr 
catch glimpses of the cleanup. 

The cleanup precedes Greet 
Orthodox Christmas which is or 
Jan. 6, and the Arraeniar 
Christmas which is celebrated or 
Jan. 19. ’ 

The Greek Orthodox own moS: 
of the basilica, but the wall if 
question is part of an Arraeniar 
chapel. Rights to the shrines were 
given by the Turkish rulers ir. . 
Palestine in the 19th century. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS Jordan ArcbamJogicai Museum.- Has an 

excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
V YHTRfTTONS Opening hours: 9.00 ajtn. - 5.00 pnu 

EAmmiMJro fridaysand official boEdaysIO.OoLn. 

„ . . _ . . . . . 4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

An exhibition of architectural joidaa National GaOoy: Contains a 
paintings of Iraq A1 Amir by Francois collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
Larche and Jean-Pi erre Large at the sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
Arch it ecture Gallery — Reya Centre, artists from most of the Muslim 
Jabal Amman (until Jan. 10). countries and a collection of paintings 

by 1Mb Century orientalist artists. 
A paintmg exhibition e n tit l ed.* “On Muntazah, Jabal Lnweibdcb. Opening 

the Banks of Joidan" at the Jordan hours: 10.00 are. - 1.30 pm. and 330 

National Gallery, Jabal Luweibdeh pm.- 6.00 pm. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 

(until Jan. 23). 63012S. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (MDItary Museum): 

~ An exuHHtxiTj of oil pain tings from the Collection of military memorabilia 

Sonet RepnbEc of Armenia ar the daring from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 

Royal Cultural Centre (until Jan. 2) Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 

am.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
* An exhibition of documentary photos 664240. 

of old Jordanian personalties at the 

Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec. 31). CHURCHES 

- An exhibition of Czechoslovakian 
gnniinp at Yarmouk University (until 

’ An exhibition of paintings by 
Moroccan artist Mebdi Qotbi at tire Alia 
Art Gallery. Jabal Amman, First Cirde 
(until Jan. 7). 

ABC NEWS 


' “The ABC News at 7:00 pm. at the 
American Centra. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cufcural Centre TeL 661 026T7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Libiwy 641520 
British Council 636147-6 

French Cultural Centra 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — 62 4049 
Turkish Cultural Centre — 639777 

HayaAns Caere 645195 

Hnfcem Youth Gty 647181/86 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.WMA. 664251 

Amman Muaidpal Library , m 637111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 yean old. Also 
mosaics bom Madaba and J crash (4th 
to 18thce a t n rigi).The RomanTheatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 >_m . - £ 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Church of the Ammncktion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. TeL 
637440. 

De ia SaBe Church (Roman CathoEc) 
Jabal Hussem. TeL 661757. 
Terraria Church (Roman CathoEc). 
Jabal Luwmbdefa, mass in ItaEan 
language, meet every Saturday at 5:30 

praTra- 622366. 

Church at the Amnmdadon (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi.TeL 623541. 
AngBcan Church (Church of the 

Redeemer) J*alAninian.TeL 678906. 

Armenian Catholc Qmrdb Ashrafieh, 

TeL 771331. 

A t mfn im i Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
TeL 775261. 


Ashrafieh, TeL 771731. 

Amman International Church 
( In ter-dcncMn matronal): meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmdsani, 
TeL 677534. 

Evaqgdkal Lntbcrn Cboreb, Jabal 
Amman, 6 th Cirde, (Rev.N.SmirLTcL 
SI 1295. 

RaUxnr C ongregation (international, 
Inteideaommtionat) meets in the 
Church of tite Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman, TeL 606974. 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonnaitm is suppBed by Royal 
Jordanian in formation d e/w rtri WU ai l/ie 
Juem Ata International Airport teL 
fttffj 33200-3. wher? it should always be 
verified. 

ARRIVALS: 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Tormina] 1) 

05:45 . Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


0*25 Jeddah (RJl 

KW9 Doha, Bahrain (KJ | 

1*00 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ] 

10:00 Dfaahran. Kuwait (RJ1 

1705 — New York, Vienna (RJ) 

17:45 Athens (RJ) 

17:50 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

1&05 — Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

1*40 Tripofi (RJ) 

1*45 Rome (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

1105 Cairo (MS) 

1235 Muscat, Mm Dhabi, Doha(GF) 

13-JO Moscow (SU) 

1*45 Kuwait (KU) 

15U0 Riyadh (SV) 

1*55 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

2*00 Zurich. Lamaca (SR) 

21:00 Frankfurt (LH) 

DEPARTURES: 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


06*5-..-. — .... Aqaba I 

1*45 - Rome \ 

1L80 Tripofi I 

11:00 Amsterdam, New York I 

1130 Athens 1 

11.-45 -..-..-...Belgrade, Madrid | 

12:00 ...... Geneva. London < 

12rf5 Istanbul I 

2*45 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai | 

21U5 .-.Cairo I 

21:15 . — Damascus ( 

2130 - Kuwaiti 

22M Bangkok I 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0830 Beirut (ME) 

1220 Cairo (MS) 

' 14.-00 - Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

ISM Kuwait (KU) 


1&W- Moscow (SU> 

16:40 Riyadh (SV) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regidar-Bne ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Alsahra 

— JoOy Turchese 

— Huai Trader 

— Sumiyoshi Mara 

— MansDorvo 

— Kfaald On Ahrateed 
-Blue Nile 

— ZainAlQwas 

Amin Kawnr and Sods Company, with 
its new offices in Shmeisani, at your 
service, reL- 6037 03115. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Monday rates 

Load settlbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 83.9 i 85.1 

Dutch guilder -154.7/ 156.9 

French franc 53/ 53.7 

Indian lira 25.2/ 25-5 

Japanese yen (for 100) -.215/ 217 J 

Swedish crown 50 J/ 50.7 

Swiss franc 2093/ 212.9 

UK. sterling pound 499 31 505 

VS. dollar 343 3/ 346.1 

W. German mark 274.8/ 174.4 


WEATHER 

Bulletin suppBed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

As a cold front associated with a 
depression approaches our area, it wifl 
be cloudy and rainy, especially m the 
northern and western parts of the 
country, but will gradually affect other 
areas too. A 'decrease in tempe ra t u re is 
expected, with northwesterly fresh 
winds which will be strong at uses. In 
Aqaba, it wfl] be dusty and partly- 
cloudy, with chances for scanata rain. 
Winds wffl be KKitherfy fresh and wavy 
sea. 


Amman 


Deserts 
Jordan Valley 


31 8 

8/19 

2/12 

10/19 


Yesterday's high (emperatures:- 
Amman II, Aqaba 20. Humidity 
rcadmgs: Amman 64 percent, Aqaba 

32 per cent 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govemoraxe 891228 

Amman civil defence 19&, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .. 271293, 273131 

Gvil Defence Quwdaneh 770733 

CMI Defence Dear Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

.Amman downtown Ere brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Stood bank 778303 

Qvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters — 622090-3 

PoEce rescue ... 192,621111,637777 

PoEoe headquarters 639141 

Traffic poEce 8963W1 

Electric Power Co. 63638U4. 624881 
Munkmal water com plaints 771125/8 
Queen Ala Int Airport (G8)5333<y60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre .. 
KhaXdi Maternity, J. Amo 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Mat ernit y 

Melbas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmeisaai .... . 
Shm eiami Hospital 


Al-Mne^er Hospital 

The Islamic, Abdafi — 

Al-AhS, Abdafi 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrecn 

AI-Bastur, J. Ashrafieh 

Army, Marfa 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Amman 
.. 64244 \n 

- 642362 
636140 

- 664171/4 
— . 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 

. 777101/3 

775111/26 

891611/15 

602240/50 

.-..674155 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Lcbbadch ... 696560 


Dr. Saleh Afi 

Sahcb pharmacy 

Nefroukh pharmacy 

Firas phannacy 

.Hkmawi pharmacy ..... 


TAXIS: 

Kayyafi taxi 

Taxma fyr i 

Toner taxi 

Ammao tsxi a BII _ , 

Ragbdan taxi 

Raqab taxi 

Sayel taxi 


.666030 

.644660 

.666417 

842474 

.842400 

,736428 

776131 


IRBID: 

Dr. Sitan Qasrawi 

Hazsuneh pharmacy . 
AI wchdah pharmacy , 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 

Kfaafifeh phannacy 
Muwasah phannacy 


( -1 


.986443 
- — (-) 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 77311119 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls ........ 10 

Overseas calls — 17 

Repair service ..... H 


MARKET PRICES 


uppenuwer pntx 
Apple (double red 


teat (large) 


Banana (Mnkammar) , 
Beans 

Beetroot 


— 250/220 Onion 
—.230/180 Orange (Abu Sutra) 

.— 150/100 Orange (Sb&nmouti) 

160/120 Pepper 


-...160/120 


50 
80 
60 
20 
40 
-00 

—.260/200 m 

— 200/150 

— 320/280 
— 450/400 


40 

60 

00 

60 

00 
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Seminar participants stress need to 
■address problems of population growth 


‘Jordan Week’ being held 
all this week in LA 


V \ By a Jordan Tips 
Staff Report 

: AMMAN — Sheddingaore light 

; on. the socfo-ecofnic and 
; demographic-mpacts 
% _* l accompanying -Join’s annual 
. : * rapid population goffe rates of 
3i} per cent, a grasp? Jordanian 
researchers ’ have -qpstioned the 
v health and educs?nal policies 
regarding family banning and 
^irth control. j 
j; S Improvements.- the quality of 
life, health care/eccm medical 
• advances were a Rhetors to lead to 

an imbalance in Jordan's 

- demographic transition (an 
equiKbrkim bfiveen birth and 
death rates). Rlhermore, and as 
a result of the factors, child 
mortality rat# which were 151 
per thousand i 1961 , dropped to 

* 60 per thouj&d by 1984, and life 
expectancy ties rapidly increased 
in 1984 to ' 6 ' years and 71 years V 
. ‘ r for male arjffemale respectively, 
from the prvious 1961 averages '* 
of 45 JS yefc per male and 465- : 
per femare 

Based a these figures. Dr. 

- Sami Khoffy, from the University 
of Jordaft Faculty of Medicine, 
claimed nar Jordan's East Bank 
po pula da was doubling every 

J/75 yeas and in 1984 reached a 
' *total of ; :595,112. 

Dr. fthed AI Fanek. a senior 
researmer at the Arab Thought 
Foruig lATF), conceded that if 
the present population pattern 


pregnancies, a procedure adopted 
in other countries to control 
fam3y planning and birth rates. 

He said that the develop ing 
countries in general were facmg a 
sharp decline in death rates and 
this has led to namerous 
demographic results such as 50 
per cent of their total popul ations 
being under the age of 15. 

"Having more than 50 per cent 
of any population under 15 years 
of age creates numerous social and 
care responsibilities which we 
should shoulder and which 


the pi 

continues. Jordan’s population 
will dorole by 64 folds f> reach 
176 miUon in 2087. / 

Both I Dr. Khouiy yind Dr. 
Fanek’sJ remarks wefe made 
during a Specialised synposium on 
the ioca|, effects of Jordan’s JD 


4.19 billion 1986-1990 
development plan for. Is East and 
fl West Baiks. which rpened here 
** on Sunday. • 

Dr. Fanek. togeder with Dr. 
Ahmad*' HamoudeU from the 
University of Jordrfi, agreed that 
the education faetd' was the main 
socio-economic determinant for 
birth qontroL 

Dr. Hamoucph, who was 
discussing the educational 
schemes 'included in the five-year 
^levelopment plb. said that die 
voleof educatimVis-a-vis fertility, 
and die' womens role regarding' 

. f amity planning were not given 
any attention on the level of 
1 introducing/ new textbooks 
tackling this isue. 

Dr. Khouiy . who submitted a , 
vuprkjqg . pa|ey on ,.fee .health 
' projects ihcSded in the 5-year .„ 
develop men' plan, called for ,9 
strong measures to be adopted on 
the issue, of the spacing of 


consumes a large portion of our 
limited local revenues,” he said. 
Dr.; Khouiy specialises at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore. 

The amounts to be allocated for 
offering social' and health care 
services to this sector of the 
society wifi, also limit expenditure 
.on other valuable goals, such as 
increasing industrial and 
. commercial productivity and 
' providing health care to families 
and senior citizens, added Dr. 
Khoury. 

Dr. Khoury, who maintained 
that in the industrialised countries 
the demographic transition took 
an average of 200 years to be 
achieved, was later asked by Dr. 
Fanek on the steps to be taken by 
the government to cover the gap 
between death and birth rates in 
20 years and not in two hundred 
years. Replying to the query. Dr. 
Khouiy said that developed 
nations had achieved the 
demographic transition over 200 
years which gave them a better 
opportunity to tackle all health 
and social problems resulting from 
the change .This gave them time to 
strike a balance between 
investments in industrial projects 
and in social welfare. 

Dr. Khouiy, in his paper, 
however, said that the 
demographic transition is a 
pattern to be considered when 
discussing future demographic 
and population factors in any of 
the world’s countries. 

Monday's. session 

The ttiree-day symposium 
continued its deliberations on 
Monday at the University of 
Jordan Faculty of Engineering 
and Technological Sciences. The 
event is jointly organised by the 
University's Centre for 
population Studies and the United 
Nations Rind -for Population 
Activities (UNFPA). 


Scientific Spciety (RSS), ' two 
working papers were submitted to 
the conference tackling the 


1 development plan's labour and 
J manpower policies. 

Dr. Issa Ibrahim, from the RSS, 
’ in his paper on “The Impact of the 
a Development Plan’s Labour 
i Policy on the Population,” 
s discussed the labour goals of the 
) scheme. He said the plan aims at 
5 developing the local manpower, 
adjusting me structural imh qj jin re 
t in the labour market, and 
* organising the imports and 
1 exports sector, in a manner to suit 
5 the country’s socio-economic 
1 needs, as wdl as the requirements 

r of neighbouring Arab countries. 

' Monday’s afternoon session 
was chaired by Dr. Mohammad Al 
Saquor, director of the National 
Aid Fund. Dr. Laha Khou dairy, 
professor at the University of 
Jordan, submitted a working 
. paper on the impacts of social 
development on the population. 
Dr. Khoud airy’s paper reviewed . 
the present imbalance in the 
population’s distribution, the 
rapid increase in population I 
growth rates, and the 
socio-economic and educational j 
buildup of the country's various 
social strains and working forces. 

According to the seminar’s 
official schedule as obtained by 
the Jordan Times, Tuesday's final 
session, to be chaired by Dr. 
Ahmad AJ Qatanani.will discuss a 
working paper on the impact of 
Jordan's 1986-1 990 development 
plan for the occupied territories. 
The final session will also issue a 
communique, the schedule says. 

However, a dispatch carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
on Monday evening said the 
symposium ended its 
deliberations. There was no 
University of Jordan official 
available ror comment on whether 
the seminar ended on Monday or 
will end on Tuesday according to 
the official schedule which was 
distributed at the opening session 
on Sunday. 

Petra quoted Dr. Fawzi 
Sahawneh, chairman of the 
- committee that prepared for the 
symposium, assaying on Monday 
evening that die event helped to 
shed more light on the 
demographic dimensions from the 
health, ’ education and social 
development aspects, and their 
relationship vis-a-vis the 
Kingdom's 1986-1990 
development plan. 

Dr. Sahawneh, who also is 
director of the population studies 
at ihe' ; University laf 1 Jordan 
/faculty 1 - lof Arts,- said fiat the 
Symposium’s ‘working papers will 
be available ‘ for ' all concerned 
private and public sector officials. 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The 
Arab- American community in 
Los Angeles — in cooperation 
with the Jordanian embassy and 
the Royal Jordanian airlines — is 
hosting the Jordanian Art and 
Cultural Festival in Los Angeles, 
California, the week of Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 2. 

- The festival began with a formal 
Arabic dinner for 800 to 1000 
persons at the Sheraton Premier 
Hotel on Sunday. Among the 
dignitaries attending was His 
Excellency Ad nan Abu Odeh, 
minister of the Royal Court and 
advisor to His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

A feature of the evening was a 
musical presentation and drills by 
the 150-member Jordanian 
Armed Forces Band, which is 
recognised as one of die most 
outstanding bands in the world. 
The Royal Jordanian Folklore 
Troupe also presented a 
programme of ethnic dance. 
Joining the troupe was a choir of 
American "Children of the 
World” who have been on a world 
concert tour for die. cause of 
international peace. 

An added feature of the evening 


was a Jordanian fashion show 
titled "Jordan throughout 
history.” 

An exhibition of modern 
Jordanian art and dozens of rare 
Jordanian books was featured in. 
the Sheraton Premier Hotel on 
Monday. The exhibition, 
presented under the patronage of 
Los Angeles City Eighth District 
Council Member Robert Farrell, 
was followed by indoor 
performance of the Royal 
Jordanian Marching Band and 
Folklore Troupe at Lost Angeles 
City Hall A reception at City Hall 
will follow ihe proclamation of 
Jordan Day by Mayor Tom 
Bradley. 

On Tuesday, the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces Band, further 
emphasising the cultural bridge 
between East and West, joins with 
bands from tbe United States, 
Japan and Canada to perform 
during a “Bandfest” at Pasadena 
City College Horrell Field. The 
band also will march in the , 
Disneyland parade Wednesday, j 

Climaxing the week-long 
celebration, the band will 
participate in Pasadena's Rose 
Bowl Parade on New Year’s Day. 


Higher committee proposes 
steps to ease unemployment 


By Sa'ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A higher ministerial committee, 
entrusted with tbe task of bringing about solutions to 
unemployment in Jordan, Monday held a ma ting 
during which potential short-range remedies were 
assessed. 


Exhibition of Moroccan 
artist opens in; Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Under the 
patronage of Her Highness 
Princess Wijdan Ali. a painting 
exhibition by the 
French- Moroccan artist Mehdi 
Quotfoi. was held at the Alia Art 
Gallery on Monday. The 
exhibition, jointly organised by 
the French embassy and the Alia 
Gallery, runs until Jan. 4. 

Quotbi is a young Moroccan 


artist, who was born in Rabat in 
1951 . Now he fives and works in 
Paris. He has travelled extensively 
in America. His paintings reflect 
his native traditional Islamic 
culture with imagery drawn from 
the most advanced Western 
modern art. Using Arabic script as 
a basis, his canvases display 
arabesques of the most elegant 
and refined Islamic calligraphy. 


Creating what it called 
pre-service training centres, 
tightening grip on foreign labour 
force in the Kingdom, and 
absorbing 5 .000 undergraduate 
job-seekers in the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTQ, 
were ; three main prospective 
solutions 10 unemployment 
discussed during the meeting, 
according to a well -placed official. 

The official said that the 
projected pre-service training 
programme is bound to absorb 
about 7,000 to 8,000 job-seekers 
in four-month courses set to 
qualify them for new job 
vacancies. Asked whether 
potential trainees would be 
entitled to certain monthly 
allocations, the official, who spoke 
on condition be not be identified, 
said such a proposition would be 
discussed later. 

On measures to regulate fore Lgn , 
labour — which a parliamentarian 
recently estimated to be more 
than 300,000 — the official said 


the government has already 
launched a campaign to control 
the increasing number of foreign 
manpower in the country. 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaled Al Haj 
Hassan has recently visited Egypt 
— home of the bulk of Joidan’s 
foreign labourers — to coordinate 
steps with Egyptian authorities, 
the official said. He estimated 
foreign labour force in Jordan to 
be “approximately 140,000.’’ 

According to the official, the 
government has already adopted 
certain mechanism under which 
local manpower will gradually 
replace foreign labourers, but it 
has not been implemented as yet. 

On unemployment amongst 
postgraduates, primarily holders 
of medicine and engineering 
faculties degrees, the official said 
the government was planning an 
expansion of medical and 
engineering services with a view to 
absorb more of the 
unemployed postgraduates. 


APU recommends stamp 
on Arabs in Jerusalem 


Architectural week opens 
under patronage of Queen 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The fourth . 
architectural week organised by 
the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA) will open 
Tuesday at the Professional 
Association complex in Amman 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

The week-long activities to be 
held under the slogan — Amman 
... the city and the citizen — 
include an architectural exhibition 
featuring architectural designs by 
various engineering offices owned 
by the private ortbe-puhlicsectois- 
in! T6tdan. Also included is a 
symposium on Amman city, 
during which eight working 


papers, covering the development 
of the city and the Greater 
Amman area, as well as the 
problems of transport, traffic, the 
capitaf s history, and future plans 
for its development, will be 
discussed. 

The activities include a 
competition for the best 
architectural design of a yard, that 
will be built next to the Plalaoe of 
Justice downtown, and an outing 
to differing sites around Amman. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Executive 
boa id of the Arab Postal Union 
(APU) has recently 
recommended that Arab postal 
unions issue a special stamp 
reflecting the Arabism of the 
occupied city of Jerusalem and the 
steadfastness of its people in the 
face of the Israeli occupation. The 
board also approved a Jordanian 
proposal for issuing a special 
stamp, marking the 
octa-centennia! anniversary of 
Hittin battle. Mr. Hashem Qudah. 
director of postal affairs 
department at the Ministry of 
Communication and head of 
Jordan's delegation to the 14th 
session of the APU, said on 
Monday. 

Mr. Qudah added that 
participants discussed a number of 
subjects, including a Jordanian 
proposal for limiting the 


acceptance of correspondence 
from outside the sender's country, 
with the aim of benefitting from 
the reduced tariffs. The executive 
board. Mr. Qudah added, has 
decided to increase monthly 
allocations for students enrolling 
at the Arab postal studies college 
by 50 per cent as of January 
1987. 

The board also recommended 
the issuance of a postal stamp to 
mark the Arab Communication 
Day and another stamp to mark 
the 75th anniversary of 
establishing Arab Scouts 
movement. 

Among the other deefcions, 
taken by the board during its 
December meeting, was the 
reappointment of Dr. Sadi TeOla 
to the post of dean of the Arab 
Postal College. . • 


The VTC was also called upon 
to accommodate approximately 
5,000 undergraduate job-seekera 
within a scheme geared to 
rehabilitate and qualify the 
unskilled people to fill in the 
unemployment gap, the official 
said. 

The aforementioned short-term 
solutions wQl it is hoped, absorb 
some 13,000 unemployed people, 
that is nearly half of the official 
unemployment rate in the 
Kingdom, the official noted. 

Chi the recent trends of workers 
lay-off by certain institutions, low 
payments and other job problems, 
the official said the {jpveroraenr is 
putting as a top priority addressing 
unemployment and related issues 
and concrete resolutions will 
be worked out in the near future. 

Monday's meeting was 
attended by Minister of Finance 
Hanna Odeh. Minister of 
Education Thouqan AJ Hindawi. 
Minister of Higher Education 
Nassereddin AJ Assad, Ministerof 
Planning Taher Kanaan, Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh, Minister 
of Public Works Mahmoud Al 
Hawamdeh, Minister of Labour 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan. and the 
presidents of Jordanian 
universities, the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC), and the 
Director General of the Institute 
of Public Administration. 

PSD to stress 
need for 
seat belts 

AMMAN (J.T.) - A press 
conference will be held at noon 
today at the Public Security 
Department (PSD) for explaining 
the importance of using seat belts 
in cars. Several PSD officials will 
speak about the re-institutioa of 
regulations requiring all front car 
passengers and drivers to use 
safety seat belts. The ministry of 
interior has recently announced 
j that drivers of private and public 
vehicles and passengers sitting in 
j front seats will have to use seat 
belts on all roads in the Kingdom. 

The regulations last year were 
relaxed when it was made known 
I that the use of seat belts were 
required on highways, but the use 
of seat belts an all roads became 

necessary m view of the increase in 
j the number of accidents. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Crown Prince condoles Saqqaf family 

<* 

AM^AAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
MonJay delegated Amman Governor Ahmad Hindawi to 
comey his condolences to the Saqqaf family over the death of 
the' late Abdullah Hashem Al Saqqaf. Prince Hassan also 
debated Taffleh police director to convey his condolcnoes to Al 
Oran family over the death of the late Nayef Saleh Al Oran. 

• J 

Fayez calls for Lower Hotise session 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the^ower House of Parliament 
Akef'Al Fayez Monday called for the- House • to meet on 
Wednesday to discuss the draft budget law for the fiscal year 
1987. 

Ministry to limit importation of foodstuffs 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry ofjlipply Under Secretary Abdullah 
Hawamdeh has said that the nnwstry will limit the importation of 
basic foodstuffs. including whezt, flour, rice, sugar and fresh meat 
to only fee ministry. The mmisjky’smeasuie is aimed at protecting 
citizens and avoiding any foqjtk crises and fluctuations of prices. 
Mr. Hawamdeh added that the ministry's supply policy is based on 
providing sufficient quantities of foodstuffs at reasonable prices. 
He went on saying that the Ministry of Supply will provide a 
reserve of basic foodstuffe,. Sufficient for at least six months. 

Mubarak ends visit to Jordan 


Police departments to 
renew drivers licences 


AMMAN (Petra) — Muhajirin 
and Bayader police departments 
will receive applications from 
citizens wishing to renew their 
second and third categories 
driving licences as of Jan . 3 , Public 
Security Directorate (PSD) 
sources said on Monday. The new 
measure aims at facilitating 
renewal of driving licences for 
construction, agricultural, and 
private vehicle categories. 

For processing applications, the 
PSD stipulated mat applicants' 
old licences should have been 
issued by the licensing department 
in Amman and that applicants be 
residents of the areas where these 
two police centres are located. 


Applicants should produce the' 
driving licence to be renew** A ; 
valid passport or family book.or 
civil registration identity card, a 
medical certificate from one of the 
health centres designated by 
Ministry of Health, in addition to 
the renewal fees of JD 18.850. 

Foreigners holding annual work , 
permits in Jordan should produce 
their passports, together with a 
valid residence permit and two 
photos. The two assigned police 
centres will receive renewal' 
requests from 8 a jn. until 10 pm. 

The new measure will be later 
applicable in other police 
departments throughout the 
Kingdom, the sources added. 



Aqaba workers move 
to new housing estate 


GRINDLAYS BANK f WHICH ALREADY PROVIDES THE LARGEST -** 
NETWORK OF BRANCHES OF ANY FOREIGN BANK IN JORDAN. HAS 
PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THE INTRODUCTION OF AUTOMATIC 
TELLER MACHINE SERVICES THROUGH THE 

DAY AND NIGHT CASH CARD 

CUSTOMERS OF GRINDLAYS BANK CAN obtain THEIR CASH 

REQUIREMENTS THROUGH DAY AND NIGHT ATM s AT NO LESS THAN 

• 6 LOCATIONS IN AMMAN. AND 

• 3 LOCATIONS OUTSIDE AMMAN. AT AQABA. QUEEN ALIA AIRPORT, AND WADI SEER. 
MORE ATM LOCATIONS ARE PLANNED FOR DAY AND NIGHT. THE MOST EXTENSIVE 


ATM NETWORK IN JORDAN. 


(Con tinned from page .’•) 
President Mubarak reportedly 
received Fateh Central 
Committee member Haii AI 
Hassan few days prior to die 
Aqaba summit. But the soirees 
/ Amman denied that the. 7LO had 
conveyed any message & Jordan 
that could lead to a resumption erf 
the Jordan-PLO ooortEnatioa. 

“It is rather inacajate to say 
that the Egyptian gcncmment is 
acting as a go-betw«en,” said a 
Jordan tan analyst. /“After all. 
contacts have continued between 
Jordan and ■die FLO despite the 
collapse erf the joint peace effort 
last Febmaiy,” he-idded. 

Upon his departure from 

Aqaba on Moncay, President 

Mubarak, who w* acrompanied 
by his wife Suzanie and political 
adviser Osama A'Baz in addition 
to Dr. Abdul MmukL was seen off 
by Their Majeacs King Hussem 
and (freest Notf- . , . 

Prime Matter Zaid Rif* 1 . 
Royal Court Chief Maxwan ai 
O ases, HMckn Minister Tahef 
Al Mssrr and EgyP” a S 
Ambassador 10 Jordan Zhao. 

Wafc^M»dl a* local officials! 

m Aqafat gne also present an 


Aqaba airport to bid farewell to 
the Egyptian leader. 

The Egyptian president’s talks 
were also Defievca to have centred 
on means to arrive at a unified 
Arab stand on issues to be tackled 
by the summit of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC), 
scheduled to be held in Kuwait on ! 
Jan. 26. | 

As the Egyptian presidential | 
plane left Jordanian airspace, Mr. 
Mubarak sent a cable of thanks 
expressing his gratitude to the 
King for the hospitality and warm 
welcome accorded to him during 
his visit to Jordan. 

In his cable. President Mubarak 
said “fee spirit of frieodlmess and 
complete frankness” had 
dominated his talks wife King 
Hussein. 

President Mubarak added that 
the talks “stressed anew fee 
positive, firm and constructive 
positions of ; both Egypt and 
Jordan, which contribute to fee 
security and stab Arty of fee whole 
region and fee welfare of its 
people.” 

President Mubarak also 


AQABA (Petra) — Unmarried 
workers living in the Aqaba are 
being moved to a newly buDt 
housing estate in the suburbs of 
the city called Al Rabieh, 
according to Mr. Bassam Qaqish, 
presklent of the Aqaba Region 
Authority (ARA). 

Mr. Qaqish said that the move, 
in implementation of orders by 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, was 
gpmg on smoothly and in fell 
cooperation with the single 
residents of the city and fee 
organisations employing them. 

Gen. Zaid 

graduates 

pilots 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
celebration was held here Monday 
under the patronage of fee Armed 
Forces Commander-in- Chief 
Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker for 
fee graduation of a number of 
airforce pitots. 

The graduates received their 
wings from Gen. Zaid, who also 
distributed awards to those 


Hussein. 


Geo. Zaid also handed the cop, 
other awards, and taekwondo 
belts to those who successfully 
completed their courses. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Army Chief of Staff Lt. Gen.Fathi 
Abu’ Tfcleb and senior Royal 
Jordanian Air Farce officers. 


The workers employed by various 
private and public organisations in 
Aqaba are being boused in units of 
three different categories within 
the housing estate, which has a 
cafeteria, a shopping centre, a 
cinema, offices, banks, a police 
station, a health dink: and maaiK 
of transport operating day and 
night, according to Mr. Qaqish. 

The unmarned workers are 
being moved for organisational 
purposes in the city and to 
separate them from homes of 
married residents. According to 
Mr. Qaqish, they will be paying 
reasonable rates for 
accommodation and the food 


Trade delegation 
to visit Sudan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
trade delegation will go to Sudan 
on Saturday for a five-day visit 
and talks on promoting 
Jozdanian-Sudanese trade links. 
The delegation, which will be led 


of Supply Mr. Abdullah Al 
Hawamdeh, will hold talks wife 
Sudanese officials pertaining to 
increasing fee volume of trade 
between fee two countries, and 
will visit a number of Sudanese 
institutions. 

The delegation will include 
representatives of fee Maustty of 
Industry and Trade and the 
Federation of Jordanian 1 
Chambers of Industry and Trade. I 
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The price of inhumanity 

ALL over the English-speaking world last week, in supermarkets and 
car parks and suburban railway stations, good-natured commuters 
and last-minute shoppers were making their way amidst the 
Christmas tinsel to the strains of “Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem" — 
oblivious, for the most part, of the real situation in Bethlehem and in 
the rest of the occupied West Bank and Gaza: of the Israel! troops 
stakmg out their positions on the rooftops around the Church of the 
Nativity, and of the renewed wave of violence, which has left at least 
four young Palestinians dead and scores wounded in what we still call, 
despite everything, the Holy Land. 

The Israelis, who fold it necessary to enforce their domination by 
using five ammunition against unarmed university students and 
teenage schoolgirls, blame the violence on “troublemakers.” The 
Palesthiians, goaded beyond endurance by a regime which denies 
them any legitimate means of self expression, blame the Israeli army 
for deliberately provoking the confrontation. Both sides know, as does 
anyone with the slightest knowledge of the situation in Palestine, that 
the real cause of the violence and of the bitter hatred which underlies 
it, is the occupation itself. This Christmas of 1986 is the 20th which foe 
inhabitants of that unhappy “Little Town of Bethlehem’' have spent 
under military occupation; and the Palestinians, Christians and 
Muslims alike, can see no end to foe misery and degradation of which 
they are the victims. As the Israeli newspaper Ha are - observed in a 
leading article: “Israeli rule today is no more acceptable to the Arabs 
of foe administered territories (sic) than it was in 15167... The root of 
the problem — and here we must not delude ourselves — is the fact of 
foe occupation." 

There can be no doubt whatever that Ha 'aretz was right or that the 
imposition on foe helpless Palestinians of a system of military 
domination is both morally wrong and politically dangerous — to the 
occup iers as well as foe occupied . And yet nothing is (kme to pnt an end 
to a situation whose inevitable result, in Palestine as in South Africa or 
anywhere else in the world where one people seek to deny another its 
legitimate rights, is foe perpetuation of a cycle of violence and 
counter-violence which brngs benefit to no one. It has become 
fashionable to say that nothing can be done to produoea solution to the 
Palestine problem, as though there woe some sort of inevitability 
about Israel’s successful expansion at the expense of its neighbours 
and that, because there is no apparent way of rhgHring it, the world 
should stand aside and wait for the political equivalent of market 
forces to produce their own result. Such a view is as futile in foe light of 
historical experience as It is disreputable in moral terms. Those who 
now connive at Israel's domination oyer the Palestmians will 
eventually be discredited; but the problem remains of bow to 
shorten the interval before that result is achieved and how, in the 
meantime, to lessen the suffering which the Israeli occupation imposes 
on its victims. 

Ultimately, as everyone has long agreed, the solution lies in the 
hands of the government of tile United States, which has the power, if 
it chooses, to insist that foe Israelis mend their ways. But the Reagan 
administration, even before its present decline into a morass of 
indecision and incompetence (to put it no lower), had so identified 
itself with the policies of the government of Israel as to become 
virtually a party to the Arab -Israeli conflict over ftlestine. American 
partisanship and the present disarray in Washington makes it ail the 
more urgent for other nations to do whatever they can to mitigate the 
suffermgsof the Palestinians. Europe, and Britain in particular, have 
a special responsibility here, and the European Community, as by far 
foe largest market for Israel’s agricultural exports, is not without 
influence. If foe Israelis in then administration of the occupied 
territories refuse to observe the provisions of the Geneva Conventions 
(of which both Israel itself and aB the members of the Com m unity are 
signatories), foe proper response for Europe is to refuse to have any 
economic dealings with Israel; but the argument for sanctions against 
Israel is as valid as it is against South Africa. The Israelis, like foe 
Boers, need to be told that there is a price to be paid for inhumanity — 
Middle East International, London. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 
Al Ra'i: Hopes for fruitful summit 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak's visit to Aqaba and his talks with King 
Hussein constitute another stage in cooidination between Jordan and Egypt 
in political and eoonom ic fields. The visit follows King Hussein's tour of Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait and his talks with leaders of both countries on issues of 
concern to Arab countries in general and in preparation of the coming Islamic 
summit meeting in Kuwait. The visits and the talks by these leaders come at a 
crucial time for the Arab Nation which now faces external aggre ssion and 
continuous threats. The preparation for the Kuwait summit is maportant in 
view of the seriousness of the situation the Islamic Nation is facing m rtw ligh t 
of Israefs continued repressive measures in Arab territories and its 
occupation of Arab lands and holy places, and also in view of the ongoing 
Iran -Iraq war and the situation in Lebanon . Such conflicts have alto wed. 
external powers to interfere in Arab affairs and caused a great deal of 
sufferings for the Arab and Muslim nations. Unless these issues are tackled by 
the Aran and Muslim leaders seriously and effectively at their forthcoming 
summit there can be no hope for the future generations. We hope that the 
Aqaba talks between King Hussein and President Mubarak will yield fruitful 
results and help pave the way for a successful summit in Kuwait. 

Al Dustour: Contribution to Arab causes 

KING Hussein and President Mubarak have not only laid firm and solid basis 
for fruitful cooperation between Jordan and Egypt but they continue their 
meetings and their endeavours for bolstering such cooperation and promoting 
bilateral relations. They also are bent on finding measures for helping foe 
Arab and Islamic nations to counter external threats and dangers. The two 
leaders have led ibeir countries to initiate strcmg economic and trade ties and I 
to promote them in foe interest of their peoples. The meeting in Aqaba 1 
between the two leaders assumes an added importance since it comes nmi ri 
critical circumstances facing the Arab Nation and on the eve of preparations 
tor convening an Islamic summit meeting in Kuwait. Has summit requires 
ample preparation by Arab leaders at all levels so that the leaders of the 
Islam k World can handle numerous issues that currently plague their nations. 
Perhaps foe Iran-Iraq war will be among foe most important issues to be taken 
up at foesummit, and it isonly natural for the Kingand President Mubarak to 
tackle this subject in detail. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Solidarity and cohesion 

IN the past year 1986, the Arab World witnessed a fluny of Jordanian 
pobocal activity designed to bolster inter-Arab relations and rally Arab ran ire 
and lead the Arabs towards more solidarity and cohesion. King Hussein has 
been speameadingeffons designed to unify Arab stands and bring justke and 
peaceto the Arab Nation. Amman has welcomed Arab and M amin leaden 
who came for consultation on matters of common concern, and President 
Mubarak's visit that ended today ties within this framework arid in the course 
of continued cooperation and coordinatioo between the Jordanian and 
Egyptian leaderships. Jordan, under King Hussein's leadership, has been able 
to build so many bridges with Arab countries and has initiated HnU of 
cooperation in trade and economic fields and, above all, bag succeeded is 
^n^atmg policies of interest and concern to the Arab N-ition.EgTOtwhkfa 
has offered so much sacrifice for the Arab Nation should b» ..wromed back 
into the Arab fold so that its people can help in supporting the Arab Nation in 
the face of external danger and common enemies. 


What signal does Elie Wiesel send us 




IN THE context of the Arab-Israeii. particularly the 
Palestinian-Israeli, conflict, I tend to be a hopelessly naive optimist 
— in the long run. I say in the long run because my optimism is not 
based, on the expectation that peace will break out tomorrow or that 
we shall see a self-determinant Palestinian people in the very near 
futures. It is based , rather, on the affirmation of the fact that even in a 
conflict as bitter and bloody as ours, the essential humanity of the 
protagonists will prevail in the end — even if the end may be decades 
away. 

I continue to insist, with increasing certitude and decreasing proof, 
that the Palestinian people will achieve their national rights and 
sovereignty erne day, but only after a majority of Israelis recognises 
that it could be possible to snare Palestine in the form of an Israeli 
state and a Palestinian state living side-by-side — a recognition that 
the Palestinian and other Arab leaderships grasped and articulated, if 
sometimes cryptically, between 1973 and 1983. 

I have been prompted to ponder these rather heavy thoughts by 
the statements two weeks ago of 1986 Nobel Prize winner Elie 
Wiesel, the Romanian-born American Jewish author whose family 
died in the Nazi concentration camps when be was a boy. Well known 
in the United States as an articulate and determined fighter against 
anti-semitism and other forms of hatred, Mr. Wiesel surprised me 
earlier this month when he took the opportunity of his acceptance 
speech during the Nobel Prize ceremony in Oslo to mention the 
Palestmians. 

Mr. Wiesel said that he was "sensitive to the plight of the 
Palestinians,” though he deplored their methods of "violence and 
terrorism" and added that “something must be done about their 
suffering, and soon.'' 

He also made a heartfelt appeal for Israel to be allowed to live in 
peace, to develop constructive relationships with the neighbouring 
Arab states. "Let Israel be given a chance." he said, “let hatred and 
danger be removed from her horizons, and there will be peace in and 
around the Holy Land” 

These are intriguing thoughts, all the more so coming from a man 
with the personal credentials and credible capacity for moral 
exhortation of Elie Wiesel. He presents us — Palestinians, 
■Jordanians, Semites, Arabs, Holy Land denizens, human beings — 
with a dilemma, a major dilemma in my view. 

How serious is" he? How sincere is he? Do we simply shrug off his 
call to do something about the suffering of the Palestinians as 
insincere, facile and politically slick? Is this nothing more than a case 
of moral expediency taken to a grotesque extreme? 

Or is Elie Wiesel genu be? Has he. and the Judaic family he 
embodies, suffered so much thathe has transcended the lonely, linear 
focus of his concern and his compassion, and recognised that the 


By Rami G. Khouri 

freedom of his people is incomplete if other people are not free? Has 
he truly, risen to the moral challenge and recognised font it is the 
univenality of freedom that is as precious as its selective application 
to groups of people here and there, even groups who would have, it 
that they were singled out by no lesser a personality than the Lord 
himself as somehow special? 

He may be a solitary, isolated, freak voice ; or he may represent foe 
vanguard of a broader movement in the Jewish community. Who 
knows. And what does it matter? 

It matters, I would suggest, insofar as Mr. Wiesel’ s remarks in Oslo 
earlier this month may reflect a small crack in foe virtually monolithic 
Jewish/Israeli/Zionist posture towards foe Palestinians, their 
unfulfilled national rights, and, as Mr. Wiesel calls it, their 
“suffering.” 

• We know about the suffering of foe Jews earlier this century, and 
during the last century in East and West Europe, and during the 
Middle Ages, and during ancient history, and in fact since the Jewish 
religion was bom. Thanks to people such as Mr. Wiesel, and to 
historical forces such as Nazism, it is impossible to be ignorant of 
what happened to foe Jews in years past. 

Our response to the holocaust - and I think it is reasonable and 
truthful — is that the Palestinian people should not have had to pay 
the political price of national disenfranchisement in order to allow 
foe Jewish people to have a homeland. The historical fact is, 
however, that we did pay that price, and have been largely ignored by 
foe rest of foe world every time we raised the matter in either moral 
or political terms. 

We know of the suffering of the Jews. But how many Jews know of 
the suffering of the Palestmians and the other Arabs who have been 
effected by the Zionist conquest of Palestine? 

So in the midst of all this comes perhaps the world's best known 
crusader for the heritage, historical experience and contemporary 
rights of the Jewish people — and wnat does he mention? The 
Palestinians. The suffering of the Palestinians. 

I am no t convinced (hat Mr. Wiesel fully appreciates the quality of 
our suffering. It would be inappropriate, in quantitative, moral or 
humanistic terms, to suggest that the historical experience of the Jews 
and the Palestinians during this century could be equated on similar 
planes . They cannot. The physical magnitude and moral opprobrium . 
of Nazi crimes against Jewish and other peoples remain on a scale of 
their own. 

The key is not to equate what happened to foe Jews in the 1940s 
with what happened to foe Palestinians since foe l890s.Thekey is to 
see the Palestmians today in the same manner as the Zionist Jews saw 
themselves in the 1 980’s. The Holocaust had not happened then, but 
some Jews felt a strong need for a homeland where they could be 


\ 


safe, where they could be themselves. , _ 

Where, then, does the “suffering” of the Paiejnians fit into the 
psyche and political concerns of Elie Wiesel and \>se who share ms 
special world? Does Mr. Wiesel fully apprecte foe depth of 
Palestinian suffering? Of homelessness? Statelflpess? Of often 
being deprived of basic human and political rigs, and physical 
security? \ . . , . 

Does Mr. Wiesel fully appreciate that what thealestinians teei 
tod ay is almost precisely what the Jews felt in the I 8 )s? If he does, 
he should go on to the logical conclusion of his call ft something to 
be done about foe suffering of foe Palestinian!^ by creating 
circumstanced that would allow foe Palestinians to enjy the process 
of national selMetermination that they should rightly j^ve exercised 
in the post-World War I days of foe decolonisatia era, when 
nationhood and sovereignty came to many other partyf the Arab 
World. • \ ■ 

It would be morally and politically wrong to shrug off Ilf. Wiesel* s 
remarks without exploring them within a framework f political 
realism and moral fortitute. More importantly perhaps.Ve should 
examine the Wiesel phenomenon within the context of tbmacabre 
historical reciprocity that binds the Palestinian and Jewi^ people 
together in their own shared and violent historical dynanc. 

It has been a central pillar of 20th century Palestinin/Axab 
pole mutism that our struggle is not against Judaism, bu\against 
Zionism. If Mr. Wiesel represents a Jewish tendency towards first 
appreciating, and then accepting the implementation of the ational 
rights of the Palestinians, he deserves from us at least a fair taring, 
and a sign of interest. If he is sending a signal, that signal shouj have 
a chance to become stronger and clearer. It would be^easy, 
convenient and temperamentally chic simply to ignore Mr. Viesel 
and write him off as a fake in his comments about foe Palestinians. 
This may be so. but if it is, it should be ascertained at the encof a 
process of examination, not at its start. \ 

It is historically vital, and morally incumbent upon all members of 
the Semitic family, that Palestinians and Jews seriously explore^ny 
statement of gesture that may represent movement — one danesbot 
talk of breakthroughs — towards the goal that we aspire to: jusice 
for all in the Holy Land, and coexistence and equal rights for both 
people who covet it. This is a distant dream, 14 today's world. But so 
was a .Jewish state in the 1890s. <. 

We have often said that Jews and Israelis must recognise foe plght 
and rightof the Palestinians. If Mr. Wiesel is attempting to do this, he 
would be well served by some appreciative or empafoetfcaljy 
acknowledging noises from the Arab World. U he is not. we shad 
soon find out. 


Weinberger sought to 
insulate Pentagon 
from Iran-contra fallout 


By Norman Black 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -In June 1985, 
an unusual Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) report crossed the 
desk of Defence Secretary Caspar 
W. Weinberger. 

An analysis of the situation in 
Iran, the document would help lay 
the foundation for president 
Reagan’s ultimate decision to sell 
arms in what the president 
describes as hopes of cultivating 
ties with moderate factionsmfoat 
country. 

It was forwarded to Weinberger 
for comment by the White 
House's National Security 
Council (NSC) staff. 

If Weinberger aides are to be 
believed, the defence secretary 
and close Reagan friend smelled 
trouble from the moment he read 
the document. And if Weinberger 
is to be believed, the Pentagon 
subsequently avoided — as much 
as it could — any involvement in 
an operation that has burgeoned 
into the biggest political crisis of 
Reagan's presidency. 

Weinberger, like so many of 
Reagan’s top aides, has flatly- 
denied any knowledge of how- the 
Iranian arms deal was arranged; 
how the weapons were transferred 
to Iran: how much money was 
paid for the weapons, and foe 
circumstances surrounding the 
diversion of profits to 
U£.-backed Nicaraguan contra 
guerrillas. 

He has pronounced himself 
"horrified” to learn of the 
diversion of money to the contras 
and stated that the president 
received some bad advice in the 
affair, beginning with former 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane. 

Weinberger's public 
statements, however, have not 
provided the Pentagon a clean bill 
of health in the affair. 
Congressional investigators, and 
now the army's inspector general 
as welL have opened inquiries to 
determine how the Pentagon fixed 
the price of weapons that it 
transferred to the CIA for 
ultimate sale to Iran. 

The administration has said 
2,800 Tow anti-tank missiles, 
along with spare parts for Hawk 
air-defence missiles, were drawn 
from Pentagon stocks for the CIA 
at the president's direction. 

Pentagon officials, speaking on 
- ndition of anonymity. 
0 . -knowledge the 512.2 "million 
charged the CIA for foe missiles 
was too little even allowing for the 
fact that the weapons were old. 
basic models that are no longer 
produced. 

Congressional sources say that 
fee is especially suspicious 
because it conveniently allowed 
the administration to avoid a S14 
million threshhoid for reporting 
foreign arms sales while creating 
great leeway for generating a 
“profit.” 

Attorney General Edwin 
Meese has said as much as S30 
million in profit from the weapons ■ 
sales may have been diverted to 
the contras. 

All of the sources agree, 
however, that more than a month 
after the operation was revealed, 
there is no evidence Weinberger 
knew what the Iranians were 
being charged or that money was 


being diverted. 

“It really does appear as if 
Weinberger and his people either 
deliberately muzzled their 
curiosity or else were deliberately 
kept in the dark after the missiles 
went to the CIA.” says one 
congressional aide. . 

"And he was certainly on the 
right side of the affair with his 
advice to Reagan." foe source 
added, noting Weinberger advised 
the president against selling arms 
to Iran. 

That advice, according to 
Pentagon sources, began with foe 
defence secretary’s receipt of the 
CIA report last year. 

Produced in May 1985, the 
report concliutead «lhere was 
evidence of a developing power 
struggle inside Iran and reason to 
believe foe Soviet Union was 
ahead of the United States in 
preparing for the death or 
downfall of the Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini, according to 
informed sources. 

The report prompted a draft 
national security directive from 
the White House proposing that 
U.S. allies be urged to cultivate 
trade with Iran, including military 
equipment. 

Weinberger, foe sources say, 
reacted strongly. 

He wrote a note, to Assistant 
Defence Secretary Richard 
Armitage outlining the 
recommendation he wanted to 
send to the White House :"This is 
almost too absurd for comment. 
It's based on assumptions there's 
about to be a major change in Iran 
and that we can deal with that 
rationally. It's like inviting 
(Libyan leader Muammar) 
Qadhafi over for a cozy lunch.” 

By January, however, Reagan 
had decided to authorise direct 
U.S. arms shipments to Iran. The 
defence secretary has said he was 
informed of foe decision by the 
president and told to assist the 
CIA by providing weapons for the 
transaction. 

According to Defence 
Department sources, there were 
at least five men within foe 
Pentagon who knew arms were 
being transferred 10 the CIA; 
Weinberger, his former military 
aide, Ll Gen. Colin Powell, his 
current aide. Vice Adm. Donald 
S. Jones. Armitage, the assistant 
defence secretary for 
international security affairs, and 
Deputy Defence Secretary 
William H. Taft. 

The sources maintain all five 
also probably knew the arms were 
destined for Iran in line with a 
decision by foe president, because 
the normal procedures for secret 
transfers of weapons to the CIA 
were not being followed. 

If those procedures had been 
'‘followed, the sources explained, 
officials such as Under Secretary 
of Defence Fred C. Ifcle, 
Armitage’s boss and the third man 
at the Pentagon, and Adm. 
Wilfiam J. Crowe. chairman ofthc 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, “almost 
assuredly would have been 
informed and it doesn't appear 
that they were." 

One source added he was 
convinced the army itself had no 
idea the weapons were destined 
for Iran and instead merely 
followed orders from the top to 
arrange the physical transfer ol 
weapons to the CIA. 
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Of Places and People 

- By Dr. Nicola A. Ziadeh 


In the shadow of the war 


THE OUTBREAK of hostilities 
j,, Augast 1914, as far as I could 
■\ remember, did not influence the 
: v people ii Damascus. But Nov- 
^Jer of that year ushered some 
■ ; anxisg'.'I^ey cnteredthe waron 
*■ the sue of the Central Powers; 
soon Jamal Pashaairived at Dam- 
ascus as governor-general of 
(geographical) Syria and 
>. wniMmkr-m-chicf of the Fourth 
Ottoman Army. Gradually foo- 
.; dstafis began to disappear from 
]■ iiie markets. Rice and sugar, nor- 
mally imported from Egypt, bec- 
- ame scarce, because the British 
government, in control of Egypt, 
forbade their export to Ottoman 
' provinces. Wheat and barley were 
■ confiscated for the benefit of the 
array and its beasts erf burden. The 
Mediterranean was dosed to 
Syria, so were die eastern routes 
"■ through die Arabian Gulf. Bes- 
' ides people started to talk, in pri- 
vate dudes, about the iron fist of 
the new governor. 

Asfar as we were concerned the 


blew, was a hard one. As tong as 
my father was in the employment 
of the Hijaz Railway, he was a 
government official, thus would 
be exen^rted from military ser- 
vice. But as he had resigned and 
was now woritinp; for the Tramway 
company, a private concern, he 
was subject to conscription, which 
was declared soon after Turkey's 
entry into the war. As a Christian 
he was entitled to “buy” his mil- 
itary service against the payment 
of forty Turkish pounds. 

It bad happened just a short 
time before the war that die Tur- 
kish government had introduced 
Thikish banknotes into the cou- 
ntry, but a law had stipulated that 
salaries and other payments would 
be made in two halves — 50% in 
gold (or silver) and 50% in ban- 
knotes. But when my father wan- 
ted to pay ins war-money the off- 
icers in charge refused to apply the 
law, so he had to pay the forty 
pounds in gold — mostof his sav- 
ings. Again the payment was to be 


made once only; but a few months 
later he was again called for mil- 
itary service or for the payment of 
the same amount He decided on 
enrolling in the army, leaving wha- 
tever remained c£ his saving for 
my mother to look after the three 
boys, as a third had arrived in 
April 19J4. (We had also a sister, 
but she had gone to Nazareth with 
my aunt, ana she was then staying 
with my maternal grand parents). 

Early in 1915 the lYnkish- 
Ge nnan invasion on the Suez had, 
failed, and Jamal was con- 
templating (under pressure from 
the Germans) another assault. So 
although die practice had been, 
for some time, to send Arabs con- 
scripted to flie Caucasian front, 
and bring Turks to serve in Arab 
lands, tins time conscripts in Syria 
were kept in the country to be sent 
on the new expedition. So my fat- 
her remained in Damascus. A 

E ip of the new conscripts were 
t ata mosque called AJ JamiAJ 
allaq. Urey were treated, for 
all practical purposes, as pri- 
soners, not as soldiers groomed 


for an expedition. 

Damascus m the winter is a cold 
place. I visited my father and bis 
friends twice a week — (my mot- 
her was not allowed to visit). On 
one occasion some time in Nov- 
ember, I was told by his friends 
that my father had suffered from a 
severe cold and was taken to hos- 
pital — but which hospital? 

Both the En glish and French 
hospitals had been confiscated by 
tire authorities. Many other hos- 
pitals were hurriedly opened to 
dad with the vast number of sol- 
diers which were ponraig into the 
city, let alone die civilians who 
needed treatment. So it was not an 
easy thing to search for Abdo Zia- 
deh in the debacle of the period. 
My mother and myself, a child 
hardly eight years old, began the 
search. We alternated the work, as 
one of us had to stay at home to 
look after the two young kids. 
Eventually I succeeded in locating 
him at what had been the French 
hospital. He bad recovered, but, 
naturally lean and bald headed, he 
looked haggard and sallow (he 


was only about 37 years old). He 
said to me, on bidding me far- 
ewell, “I am well now, and I shall 

be discharged within two days and 

come homer These were the last 
words anyone of us heard from 
him ! 

When two and three days had 
passed, and there was no sign of 
him, I went again to the hospital. I 
was tokl he lad a relapse and was 
moved to another hospital. But 
again where? 

Back to .the search. I do not 
remember the number of hospitals 
we visited, but I remember on one 
occasion a sight I shall never for- 
get I was with a crowd of men 
looking for their dear ones in one 
of those so-called hospitals. The 
man in charge, having escorted us 
through the crowded wards, sug- 
gested that we went to where they 
kept the dead! Do not think or 
even imagine of morgues! The 
dead were strewn on the floor of a 
fairly large hall, with cold water 
covering tee corpses, until they 
were token for group burials. An 
old man fainted, and I‘ do not 
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know why I did not. 

One evening I was at home loo- 
king after my brothers who were 
in bed in order to keep warm, arid 
a candle was throwing its pale light 
on the walls and the floor of our 
bed room (kerosine had ceased to 
exist in Damascus, except for the 
very rich and influential — and we 
were neither), when my mother 
entered tee house, carrying a 
small bag. She threw herself on the 
side of tee bed, sobbed and said, 
“Nicola, your father is dead. 


About the writer 


Nicola A. Ziadeh, the son of Abdo 
Ziadeh and Layya Shurrush 
(Rihami). both of Nazareth, was 
bom ai Damascus on Dec. 2, 
J 907, where his father worked for 
*the Hijaz Railway. He returned 
with his mother, sister and two 
brothers to Nazareth early in 1916, 
following the death of his father. 
He subsequently lived at Nazareth, 
Tulkarem and Jerim till 1921 when 
he joined Men's Elementary 


These are his clothes!” The flat in Training (later the Arab) College in 
which we lived was one of seven j erusa l em . In J924 he nceivcd&S 
surrounding a large court, with a diploma .and went into the teaching 
fountain in tee centre. These were profession at government schools 
usual Damascus houses. But not at Acre (preceded bv a year at 
all of them were occupied by sev- Tarshiha ) till 1935. 'in 1935 he 
eral families. In many cases the earned a scholarhip from the 
house would be used by one family Department of Education, 



only. 

The neighbours nished in to 
condole my mother. But what we 


Palestine, to read history at 
University College, at' the 
University of London, graduating 


discovered a day or two later was in 1939 (B.A. Hons.). On 
teat she had contracted typhus returning to Palestine he joined the 


from visiting the hospital. faculties of die Rashidiyya and die 

Many parts of tee world lived Arab Colleges , Jerusalem, where 
under the shadow of tee war then; he taught history (and geography 
the lines of the shadow were more for some time ) till . 1947. Armed 
pronounced in certain areas than with a leave with pay from the 
in others. Many people suffered Department of Education and a 
tee heavy blows of the war — we British Council Bursary, he went in 
belonged to this group. A mother, that year to England to work for his 
with three children, in a strange doctorate at the School of Oriental 
city, with tee last trickles of fat- and African Studies (London). He 
tier's savings to go by, and the received the degree in 1950, in 


mother stricken with typhus. (My 
father had taken a' life-insurance 
policy with a German company, . 
but teat also gone). Furthermore 
the police were seriously sea- 
rching for people who were sick 
with typhus or typhoid or any sim- 
ilar contagious illnesses, as they 
were epidemics then, to be taken 
to hospitals — and needless to say 
to their graves! Here our nei- 
ghbours acted most kindly and 
benevolently — evexytirae a sea- . 
rch was made the womenfolk took 
tee trouble to seat my mother in 
bed, wash her face, brush her hair, 
so as to appear just tired but not 
seriously UL 

Help was efirely needed, at least 
until word had reached our family 
in Nazareth. The man who came 
to our rescue, as he came to the 
rescue of thousands of people in 
Damascus, was Patriarch Gre- 
gorios Haddad, Patriarch of tee 
.Greek Orthodox of Antioch. This 
man opened soup kitchens at the 
Patriarchate and fed thousands of 
people irrespective of the con- 
fessions. It is hardly possible to do 
the .man justice here. 

My maternal uncle was a bishop 
(of. Tyre and Sidon) in the Pat- 
riarchate, but at-that time he was 
.in Chile. Yet there was a personal 
relation between Patriarch Had- 
dad and our family. I went to see 
him . When I reached the place, a 
child of eight, and asked to see tee 
Patriarch, I was almost driven 
away by the men at the entrance. 
But I insisted, demanding to see 
him in person because of some 
important matter. Eventually I 
was allowed in. When I introduced 
myself as the nephew of Bishop 
FJia Deeb, he took me in his arms. 
When he had heard of our plight, 
he took me to hs inner room, took 
some banknotes, saw that they 
were securely placed ip the inner 
pocket of my coat (with a safety 
pm) kissed me, blessed me and 
asked me to come to him again in 
case of need. 

As it happened word about the 
dead) of my father reached Naz- 
areth sooner than my mother exp- 
ected. One evening my maternal 
unde, completely unexpectedly, 
entered our home! It is too dif- 
ficult for words to describe tee joy 
my mother had, and tee tears she 
shed because of teat. (I had one 
paternal uncle only, who then 
lived in Germany, and he did not 
know of his brothel’s death until 
after the war. 1 ). 

Unde wanted to take us to Naz- 
areth teen; fait winter was still 
there; mother was still very weak, 
although tee had recovered (los- 
ing her hair, because of tee typ- 
hus). As ray uncle, who was a gov- 
ernment employee, could not stay 
any longer, he left us some money , 
and went buck home. In tee spring 
of 1916 my maternal aunt came to 
Damascus, and we accompanied 
her home riding tee train of the 
Hijaz Railway from Damascus to 


Islamic history. In 1949 he joined 
die Department of History at the 
American University of Beirut, 


1973 he has spent nw years at the 
University of Jordan, three years at 
die Lebanese University and has 
been supervisbtg doctoral theses in 
Arab history for St. Joseph 
University (Beirut). Nicola Ziadeh 
has travelled widely in die Arab 
and Muslim World from Nigeria to 
Central Asia 1 and front North 
Africa to die Arab Gulf. He has 
written numerous books on Arab 
and Islamic history and 
civilization, and has prepared 
about 1400 radio scripts, both in ‘ 
Arabic and English, for various 
services. In the Jordan Times of 
Dec. 2, 1 986. on his 79th birthday. 
Dr. Ziadeh began a series of 
articles on places where he spent 
his childhood and voudi years. 


where he ’served the cause of remembering people's habits and 
learning till 1 973. when he became >way of life dien, and painting with 
Professor Emeritus. During dial words towns and homes in turn of 
period he spent two years as the century's Greater Syria -Syria, 


visiting professor at Harvard 
University (1956-7 and 1962-3); 


Palestine. Lebanon and Jordan. 
This is the second part of the article 


he was tdso a visiting professor at which appeared on Dec. 2 under 
Kuwait University and at Aligarh the title Damascus on the eve of 


Muslim University (India). Since World War I. 


Affula, using the extension 
Deraa-Haifa on which my father 
had worked only a few years ago- 
From Affula to Nazareth we used 
a carriage, except for myself. 
There was no room for me (there 
were other passengers, old peo- 
ple). So I was placed on a camel, 
on top of some luggage. This was 
tee first and the last tune 1 rode a 
camel — the experience was eno- 
ugh for me! 

When we arrived at Nazareth, 
and after some respite — a com- 
parative respite — the spoils of the 
family were divided. Unde Sami 
said he would look after me. and I 
actually went to live with him at 
Thikarem; my aunt Sophie, who 
was a trained nurse and was wor- 
' king at -the (confiscated) English 
hospital at Nazareth made my bro- 
ther Alfred ( this was the name of 
tee physician who attended to his 
birth in Damascus) her ward; my 
grandparents took it upon the- 



An old Damascus street 
mselves to cater for ray sister 
Mary;and mother, who was to live 
with her parents was to care for 
the baby. George. 

But man proposes and God dis- 
poses. Within a year my uncle and 
ray aunt were dead! 





One of tee 50 old mosques in Damascus (File photo) 



The Al Adhem Palace in Damascus (File photo) 
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Sports 



Challengers and defenders 
battle in America’s Cup 


FREMANTLE, Australia (AP) — Stars and Stripes 
and New Zealand edged closer to a match-up in the 
America’s Cap challengers finals with resounding 
victories Monday. 


Dennis Conner hammered his 
old foe, Tom Blackaller. as Stars 
and Stripes .beat USA by 3 
minutes, 2 seconds to take a 2-0 
lead in their best-of-seven 
semifinal series. 

New Zealand, skippered by 
Chris Dickson, continued its 
winning ways by beating French 
Kiss by 2:40 for its second win in 
as many days. 

It was the second day in a row 
that Conner and the San Diego 
Yacht Gub entry were forced to 
come from behind. But this time, 
Conner did not wait until midway 
in the final leg to go ahead, as he 
did Sunday when Stars and Stipes 
won by 10 seconds. 

Itais time, Conner'overcame a 
bad start in which be was over the 
starting line early to be 1 6 seconds 
ahead at the first windward buoy. 

In the battle for the right to 
defend the cup. Kookaburra IU 
pulled into a first-place tie with 
Australia IV with a little help from 
its s table mate. Kookaburra n. 

Kookaburra II. skippered by 
Peter GQmour, sailed away from 
Australia IV, w inning by 59 
seconds, while Kookaburra HI 
downed Steak'n Kidney by 2:06. 

Kookaburra HI and Australia 
IV are tied with 59 points while 
Kookaburra II is next with 52 
points. Steak'n Kidney has only 1 2 
points and has no chance of 
entering the finals. 

Under the rules, a yacht that has 
no chance to enter the semifinals is 
to be excused from further 
competition. If Steak'n Kidney 
races, it will face Australia IV 
Tuesday, while the two 
Kookaburras meet in the other 
■semifinal. 

Conner was all smiles as he 
crossed the finish line with USA 
on the horizon, while Blackaller 
was grim as USA crossed the 


finish line a loser for the second 
straight day. 

The San Francisco-based boat is 
at i.ts best in moderate winds and 
fiat seas — the case both Sunday 
and Monday, where winds of 
about 15 knots raised only small 
swells. Stars and Stripes prefers 
heavier weather, but has won 
twice now in lighter breezes. 

It was apparent on the first beat 
that Stars and Stripes was quicker 
going to weather, but slightly 
slower off the wind. 


'W' Aft 

; 


USA was only seveD seconds 
behind after the first spinnaker 
run, but once the two boats 
headed into the wind, the race was 
over. Stars and Stripes led by a 
commanding 1:08 at die second 
windward mark. 

The New Zealanders racked up 
their 34th victoiy in 35 races since 
the challengers started racing back 
in October. They have won 25 in 
row since losing to Stars and 
Stripes in the opening round. 

New Zealand dominated 
French Kiss from start to finish, 
leading by two seconds at the start 
and reaching the first windward 
mark 42 seconds in front. The lead 
grew to 137 at the next beat and 
the race was never close after that. 
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Kookaburra HI (right) and Kookaburra II (left), seen going 
head-to-head in an earlier race, both won their semifinal races on 
Monday. 


Very Promising wins 
top Irish steeplechase 


DUBLIN (R) - British 
challenger Very Promising landed 
one of Ireland's top 
steeplechasing prizes Monday 
when he won the £50,000 
(573,000) Leopardstown 
Champion. Chase by an impressive 


eight lengths. 


• 5^4 favourite atoned for his 
run at Cheltenham last time out 
when he slipped up four fences 
fro mho me and despite recovering 
could only finish fourth to Oregon 
TraiL 

Monday Oregon Trail, the 
other British challenger, was well 
in contention until, ironically, the 
fourth last fence when a mistake 


put him out of the race. ■ 

Very Promising was the first 
runner hr Ireland fortrainer David 
Nicholson..- Jockey ^Richard 
Dunwoody. still limping after a 
fall last week in Britain, said of 
the winner: "He was very good. 
He never made a single mistake.” 

Ireland's crack chaser Bobsline 
(5-2) followed Very Promising 
home at a respectful distance after 
failing to quicken from the last 
fence while the veteran 
13-year-okJ Royal Bond (25-1) 
plugged on gamely 10 lengths 
behind in third place at the end of 
the two and a half mile trip. 


INTERNATIONAL, MULTI PRODUCT ORGANISATION REQUIRES 

SALESMEN 

"HAVING A CAR IS A NECESSITY 
HIGHLY, ATTRACTIVE INCENTIVE SCHEMES FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 

WE NEED “EAGLES” NOT CHICKENS. 

WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WINGS. BUT ONLY IF YOU DESIRE TO FLY. 
TO SOAR- TO ACHIEVE! 



Cumani to train 
for Aga Khan 

LONDON (AP) — Racehorse 
trainer Luca Cumani, who 
prepared a personal best 67 
winners last season, will train for 
the Aga Khan in 1987, it was"' 1 
announced Monday. 

The Aga Khan will be sending 
Cumani about 15 two-year-olds 
early in the new year with the rest 
of his string, expected to total 
about 80, going to his regular 
trainers Michael Stoute and FuJLke 
Johnson Houghton, who have 
worked with him since 1978.’ 

Italian-born Cumani spent two 
years as assistant to leading British 
trainer Henry Cecil before setting 
up his own stables. Since then, he 
has consistently produced 
winners, his biggest success 
coming with Commanche Run in 
the 1984 St. Leger Classic. 

The Aga Khan’s famous colours 
—green with red epaulets — have 
been carried to victory in two of 
the last six Epsom Derby Classics, 
first by Shergar in 1981 and this 
year by Shahrastani (1986). He 
also won the French Derby in 
1984 with Darshaan and in 1985 
with Mouktar. 


Barcelona closes year 
as Spanish leader 


MADRID, Spain (AP) - 
Barcelona closed the year as 
overall leader in the Spanish 
Major League Soccer 
Championship with a 1-0 victory 
over Cadiz and increased its lead 
over second placed, Real Madrid, 
to two points after Sunday's 20th 
round. 

Real Madrid, reigning league 
champions, drew at its San dago 
Bernabeu Stadium 2-2 with 
Gijon. 

Cadiz, playing on its grounds, 
before a crowd of 25,000, fought 
hard but without countering 
Barcelona's clear technical 
superiority. 

After Welsh forward Mark 
Hughes scored in the 49th minute, 
the Catalonian team slowed down. 
It was used by Cadiz to press, 
seeking an equalising goal but 
with no success. 

Gijon was a tough opponent for 
Real Madrid. They played openly 


on the attack most of the match, 
before a crowd of 95,000. 

Mexican striker Hugo Sanchez 
scored in the 1 2th for Real, and 
Eloy OJaya equalised for the 
visiting team, ending the half time 
1 - 1 . 

Soon after the rest period, m the 
48th, Jose Luis Ablanedo made it 
2-1 for Gijon in a fast 
counter-attack. After this goal the 
Madrid team turned on the 
pressure and managed to equalise 
in the 82nd minute through 
Argentine Jorge Valdano. 

Hugo Sanchez continued as top 
league scorer with 18 goals scored 
so far. 

After this round, Barcelona has 
30 points, two points more than 
Real Madrid. 

Espanol of Barcelona kept third 
place in the standings with 26 
points after winning 3-1 over 
visiting Las Palmas. 


Result of Jordanian Premier League 
Sdccer match played Sunday 


AJ Hussein 


Amman 
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10 

4 
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33 

10 

24 

Al Faisali 

17 

9 

6 

2 

27 

10 

24 

Al Ahli 

17 

8 

5 

4 

26 

17 

21 

Al Ramtha 

17 

5 

10 

2 

26 

15 

20 
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17 

7 

5 

5 

22 

19 

19 

AI Jazira 

17 

6 

5 

6 

19 

17 

17 

Amman 

17 

5. 

3 

9 

18 

23 

13 

Al Qadesia 

17 

4 

5 

8 

12 

23 

13 

Al Quoqazi 

17 

3 

6 

S 

10 

20 

12 

Al Nasr 

17 

1 

5 

11 

5 

44 
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Davis Cup hero is likely 
seed for Australian Open 


.MELBOURNE (R) - Pat Cash, 
architect of Australia's Davis Cup 
final victoiy over Sweden, is likely 
to be a surprise seed for next 
month's Australian Open at 
Kooyong. 

Tournament director Colin 
Stubs said Monday Cash would 
probably sneak info the seeds at 
around number 14, based on his 
world computer ranking of 24. 

But hesaid'the decision- would 


have nothing to do with Cash's * 12. 


fourth-ranked Stefan Ed berg and 
1 1 th- ranked Mikael Pemfore. and 
combined with John Fitzgerald to 
take the doubles. 

Davis Cup captain Neale 
Fraser, long a campaigner for 
Davis Cup form to be taken into 
account in tournament seedings, 
said Monday he pitted Cash's first 
opponent at the open and again 
criticised the seeding system for. 
the tournament starting on Jain., 


Davis Cup heroics, which helped 
Australia triumph 3-2 over the 
defending champion Sweden to 
win the cup for the 26th time 
Sunday. 

Cash upset the world rankings 
with singles wins over 


Whoever he draws in the first 
round of the open will be an 
unlucky player." Fraser said. 

"The rankings are false," he 
added. "They should consider 
performances on different types of 
courts separately." 


Tampa Bay gets new coach 


TAMPA Florida (AP) — The 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers fired 
coach Lee man Bennett Monday 
after the National Football 
League club's 2-14 record earned 
it the no. 1 pick in the NFL draft. 

Owner Hugh Culverbouse said 
he made the decision only 15 
minutes before the news 
conference Monday. He had 
called the news conference two 
weeks ago to discuss future plans 
for his struggling team. 

Culve rho use said he will look 
for a new coach, but did not set a 


specific timetable. He again 
denied reports that be has talked 
with Alabama coach Ray Perkins. 

Bennett, who replaced John 
McKay after the 1984 season, 
compiled a 4-28 record in two 
years at the helm of the Bucs. 

"And while my heart tells me 
I'd like to see Lee man finish the 
job he started. I don't have a 
strong feeling of comfort going 
into next season," he said. "It is 
for that reasoD that I, reluctantly 
and with great misgivings, 
announce I wfll seek another head 
coach." 


Australian Boon fights for test place 


MELBOURNE (R) — Australian 
vice-captain David Boon, fighting 
to retain his test place, spent part 
of his 26th birthday Monday 
practising in the centre of the 
empty Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 

Boon joined his teammates at 
practice as the Australian t earn 
fought to overcome its 
disappointment at losing the 
fourth test to Engjad Sunday with 
more than two days to spare. 

Australia, 2-0 down in the 
five-test series, cannot now win 
back the Ashes and Boon's test 
place must be in jeopardy. 

The stocky Tasmanian has 
played 15 innings against 
England, scoring 103 in one of 
them, 61 in another but oaly 104 
in the remaining 13. 

He knows he must score plenty 
of runs in the Four-Nation 
Challenge Cup one-day series 
starting m Perm to retain his place 
in the Australian side for the fifth 
test starting in Sydney on J an .1 0. 

If Boon is dropped, he will 
become the fourth of Allan 
Border’s vice-captains to be axed, 
following Andrew H0d itch, David 

Hookes and Ray Bright. 

Another of the Australian side 
who will come under dose 
scrutiny in the challenge series will 
be wicketkeeper Tim Zoehrer. 

Zoehrer bad an indifferent 
match and he could well be 
replaced for the fifth test by his 
deputy Greg Dyer or Tasmania's 
Richard Soule. 


Despite the crushing defeat, 
Australian cricket manager 
Bobby Simpson insisted Monday 
that the side was not 
downhearted. 

‘"We have a Challenge Cup 
series in Perth, the one-day 
internationals and also the fifth 
test to handle in Sydney. 

“Whatever has gone on before, 
our object is to win both in Perth 
and Sydney Simpson said. 

“If s just hard work and more 


hard work, knuckling down to the 
task." 

Simpson would not comment on 
the selectors’ choice of only four 
specialist batsmen, a- decision 
which was criticised by both 
Border and his England 
counterpart Mike Gatting. 

“If s not my job to comment on 
the selectors and make-up of Jhe 
teams," be said. “I have another 
job to do and thaf s what we're on 
about." 



Australian vjee-captain David 
congratulated by teammate Jones 
Ashes test in Adelaide. 


Boon, in happier times, is 
after reaching century in third 


Moroccan trainer 
gets UAE offer 

RABAT- (R) — Morocco's 
National soccer trainer Mehdi 
Jose Faria of Brazil said in a 
newspaper interview published 
Monday that he had received a 
517,000 a month offer to sign up 
with die United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Faria, who guided the 
Moroccans into the second phase 
of the World Cup in Mexico last 
June, told the Rabat daily 
L’ Opinion he had beet) asked to 
replace the LIAE*s departing 
Brazilian trainer. 

He told the paper he had been 
offered a bonus of about 570.000 
to sign up with the UAE and a 
monthly salary of 517,000. 

He said a representative of the 
UAE squad was currently in 
Morocco in an attempt to finalise a 
deal. 

"But I would like to stay in 
Morocco until the end of. my 
career," Fa^.adtded.l would be 
v^jjy happy 'todo so Ilfs, afoyely 

^ra, vriio‘ converted to Islam 
and took the name Mehdi when 
Morocco qualified for the finals of 
the World Cup, is due to 
renegotiate his contract with the 
Royal Moroccan Football 
Federation this week. 


Coghlan. could be 
back in training 

DUBLIN. Ireland (AP) - 
Eamonn Coghlan, the 
American-based world indoor 
mile record-holder who was 
savagely bitten by a dog whDe out 
training, could be running again 
by the time he returns to the 
United States, the Irishman said 
Monday. 

The 33-year-old Coghlan 
suffered a broken hand and tissue 
damage to his calfs. and thighs 
Saturday after two men set their 
dog on him. 


Redskins make date with 
Bears with win over LA 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Jess 
Atkinson kicked four field goals 
and George Rogers ran for 115 
yards as the Washington Redskins 
took advantage of six Los Angeles 
turnovers and a critical double 
penalty to beat the Rams 19-7 in 
the National Football Conference 
wild-card game Sunday. 

The victory sent the Reds kins to 
Chicago, where they wfll play the 
defending National Football 
League champion Bears next 
Saturday in one NFC semifinal. 
The San Francisco 49ers will visit 
the New York Giants Sunday in 
the other. 

Atkinson.signed just two weeks 
ago to replace the ineffective' Max 
Zend ej as, tied a Redskin playoff 
record with field goals of 25, 20, 
38 and 19 yards — one in each 
quarter — as Washington used 
Rogers in a patient baU-<x)ntrol 
offence against, the Los Angeles^ 
dfefence. : 


/t 
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Rogers, meanwhile, was eating 
up yardage and time in a careful, 
ball-control offence that chugged 
to a 13-0 halftime lead and made 
no mistake worse than a holding 
penalty. 

Quarterback Jay Schroeder was 
13 of 23 for 90 yards and his 
longest completion against Los 
Angeles’ deep zone Defence was 
just 14 yards — to Kelvin Bryant 
in the first period for the 
Redskins’ only touchdown. 

That was in direct contrast to 
Los Angeles. 

The Rams lost three first-half 
fumbles in Washington territory 
— two by Eric Dickerson — fo 
abort scoring threats. And a 
double penalty on all -pro 
comerback. Leroy Irvin — a pass 
interference penally and 15 more 
yards for complaining about it — 
amounted for 28 of the 60 yards 
Redskirfe^lbae T.E?. drive. 


Padilla loses 
at 3,000 metres 

SASKATOON, Saskatchewan 
4R) — American Doug Padilla, 
first winner of the men’s overall 
Grand Prix tide in 1 985, suffered 
an upset defeat at the start of the 
North American indoor athletics 
season here Sunday night. 

Kenyan Miler Kip Cheruiyot 
beat Padilla, the United States' 
top middle-distance runner, in the 
3,000 metres at the 22nd Knights 
of Columbus games. 

Cheruiyot ' s finishing kick swept 
him to victoiy in eight minutes 
four seconds, a games record. 

American Butch Reynolds won 
the 500 metres in one minute 
01 .86 seconds, the fourth fastest 
time for the distance. He was 
pulled along by the tost early pace 
of American Michael Franks, who 
finished a dose second. 


FOR RENT 

independent ground floor brand new apartment with private 
estates, garden and garage. 

Location between 4th & 5th Circles, Jabal Amman. 
Consists of big salon, dining room, three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, modem kitchen, verandas and private central 
heating. 

Please cal! Tel. 644710 or 655359 


American upsets 
Spaniard in 
junior tennis 

MIAMI BEACH, Florida (AP) - 
Fourth-seeded AI Parker of.-the 
United States upset 
second-seeded Tomas Carbonell 
of Spain 6-4, 6-4 in a semifinal 
match Sunday in the boys 18 
division of the 4Qth annual 
Orange Bowl International Junior 
Tennis Champ kinship. 

Parker will play top-seeded 
Javier Sancbez of Spain in the 
finals Monday. Sanchez defeated 
sixth-seeded Rudiger Haas of 
West Germany 6-2, 7-5 in 
semifinal play Sunday. 

In the girls IS division, 
top-seeded Patricia Parabioi of 
Argentina advanced to Monday’s 
finals after defeating no. 12 seed 
Gab riel a Mo sea of Argentina 6-4. 
4-6, 6-2 Sunday. 


AUDI FOR SALE 

Audi 80 TL. 1984 model. 1600 cc. Dark blue metallic. 
26,000 kilometres. Duty not paid. 

Pis. contact tel. 671178 (8 ajti. - 2 p.m.) Q73772 (after 
office hours) 


FOR RENT 

Furnished fiat consists of one bedroom, living room, 
kitchen and bath, central heating — JD 90 per month 
included heating, electricity and water expenses. 

Tel: 665691 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


BLAZING 

SADDLES 

Additional Party 1030 am. 

l^oira»KCj 3 : 3 (). tri». 8 : 30 . IDJO 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


AN AMERICAN 
WERE WOLF IN 
LONDON 


P cr fnraMftcci 3;15.fc30, fcW- I0-.3H 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573' 


THE HITCHER 


13JO.&15, 830. 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


SPIES LIKE US. 


IPcrformanoa 330. frOO. 3:30, 10:30 



Cinema Tel: 622198 

RAGHADAN 


THE 

TATTOOED 

DRAGON 

12: 15. 3.-00. 500. 9:45 
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To advertise in 
this section 




CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

Agents mU o w llw world 

Tel: 664090-660852 

Tlx: 23205 HCSMCO JO 
Cable: Nu*»UwhOO. 
P.O. Box 826487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

NEXT TO GRINDLAYS 
BANK 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 





MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant. 


M U 1 F AR'S I \ I 


We offer you Chinese buffet' 
accompanied by musical 
band 

First glass of drink included 
in the ticket in addition to 
gifts and competitions 
AH for JD 12 

Wadi Seqra Road -near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 
Tel: 661922 



[Emin 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girjs School 

Take away h available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 
6:30 - Midnight 

ZU. 63896$ 




(V A *** 




CHINESE 
' RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOURISMO 

We wish you a happy 
holiday season 
Open daily Noon - 330 pjn. 

& 6:30 pjn, - midnight 
Please call to reserve for . 
our NEW 

Korean Bar-B-Q • 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


I 


r CHEN’S " 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo " 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 


<OfeFU 

The First and Only Greek 
tesiaurant In Jordan"* 

T0WGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 
„ZORBATHE GREEK* 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE 
OPf FRENCH LOAF 
TEL M1SS5 ^ covfR chahu. 
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Islamic bank to extend $86m loans 

Jordan to get $15 million to purchase crude oil 


JEDDAH (R) — Hie Islamic 
Devdopment Bank (XDB) has 
approved financing totaling $86 
million forseveo trade operations 
and two new development 
projects in member countries, its 
executive board said. 

In a statement Sunday night, the 


projects for Muslim communities 
m non-raenpber countries had also 
been approved to a total of $4.7 
mflfioa. . . 


lids brought total financing 
approved since the start of the 
Islamic new year last Sept. 15 to 
$184 million, the board said. 

foreign trade operations to be 
financed at a total cost of $713 
million were listed in the 
statement as: 

— Importation by Jordan of 
erode ofl from a member country 
— $15 mflfion. 

— Importation by Malaysia of 
intermediate industrial goods — 


$13 millio n 

— Importati o n by Morocco of 
erode oil from a meiriber country 
— $15 mflfion. 

— Importation of crude oil by 
Pakistan from Saudi Arabia — 
$15 million. 


member country — $10 milfion- 

New projects for member 
countries were for railway trade 
rebabffitatioa and purchase of 
carriages by Pakistan and 
construction of a tnickfeeddroad 
in Gambia. 


Gulf Arab countries serve notice 
of change in oil price from Feb. 1 


— Importation by Turkey of Special pro j ects in non-member 

crude oil from a member country countries included Islamic cultural 
— $15 million. centre, school and college 

— Importation by South- buildings in France, Singapore, 
Yemen of erode ofl from a South Korea and India. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Three of toe Gulfs largest ofl 
producers have begun telling their customers that 
they intend to implement higher, fixed prices agreed 
on by OPEC from Feb. 1, industry sources said 
Monday. 


Lebanese Bra Kuwait to buy six fuel tankers 


H hits 92 to dollar 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
pound continued its plunge 

i against the dollar Monday , hitting 
another, record low as buyers . 
scrambled to acquire the limited 
amounts of the US. currency 
available, dealers said. It closed at 
92 to the dollar, compared to 88 at 
the cod of trading on Saturday 
whan it lost 8.6 per cent of its 
value. Two years ago the pound 
•J stood at five to the dollar and 

ended 1985 at 18. The latest fall 
came despite si gns of a possible 
■— » than in relations between 

President Amin Gemayel and 
Syrian President Hafez AI Assad, 
frozen for almost a year. Their 
differences have paralysed Prime 
j,| Minister Rashid Karami’s 

[[j] “national unity” government, 

~ blocking any attempt to tackle 

< Lebanon's grave economic 

\ problems. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait wifi 
buy six oil-products carriers from 
a South Korean shipbuilding 
company for $132 million, the 
chai rman of die state-owned 
Kuwait 03 Tankers Co. (KOTC) 
announced Monday. 

The chairman. Sheikh Abdul 
Fatah Al Badr, told the 
Associated Press that the 
purchase contract with the 
company, Samsung, would be 
skned in Kuwait in the first week 
of 1987. 

He said the six vessels, which 
wfll join tire KOTCs fleet in the 
second half of 1988, would help 
cope with Kuwait’s need to; 
export more processed ofl 
derivatives following the 
modernisation of the country’s 
four refineries. 

The modernisation process, 
which reportedly cost more than 
$2 bflEon, is expected to raise the 
amount of crude ofl processed and 
refined locally to more than 


500,000 barrels a day. 

The figure compares with a 
present capacity of about 300,000 
barrels, according to ofl industry 
sources. 

. This means that more than half 
of Kuwait's erode oil production 
will be refined locally, lessening 
Kuwait’s dependence on foreign 
demand for ofl and increasing the 
country’s immunity against 
outside fluctuations, added the 
sources, who spoke on cond i tion 
they not be named. 

Kuwait’s OPEC-decreed quota 
of 999,000 barrels a day is to be 
slashed to 948,000 barrels as of 
Jan. 1 in in accordance with a 
ruling by the ministerial council 
of file Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries in Geneva 
earner this month. 

“The new vessels will be 
designed in such a fashion that 
suits the needs of the Kuwait 03 
Corporation in marketing Kuwaiti 
oil products at international ports 


at competitive prices, enabling us 
to undercut others," Sheikh Al 
Badr said. 

“We also want to fulfil our 
commitments toward consumers 
in Europe where we have a large 
number of filling stations and 
other do wnstream installations,’' 
be said. 

The KOTC chairman said 
Kuwait would be the first country 
to acquire tankers with such 
characteristics, but he did not give 
the specifics. 

The Kuwait Petroleum Corp., 
tiie state-owned - conglomerate 
which groups ofl companies and 
the KOTC, owns two refineries in 
Europe with a total capacity of 
200,000 barrels a day and more 
than 3,000 gas filling stati on s in 
the Benelux and Scandinavian 
countries. 

The six new vessels comprise 
two of 120,000-ton capacity and 
four erf 35,000 tons. 


They said that at least Saudi 
Arabia, Iran and Kuwait— which 
together account foe nearly half 
the output of OPEC 
(Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries) — had sent 
notifications. 

OPEC decided on Dec. 20 to 
return to fixed prices around a 
bench mark of $18 per barrel, 
some $3 to $4 higher than die 
value on the floating, spot market 
for the past month. 

The accord has boosted spot 
prices, through not yet to official 
levels. Non-OPEC Britain’s key 
Brent crude was quoted Monday 
at $1730 a barrel for February 
loading, below the new $18.92 
official OPEC price for Nigeria’s 
comparable Bonny light oil. 

An official at the state-owned 


Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) 
said KPC had telexed its new price 
of SI 6.67 a barrel and gave its 
buyers tire choice of accepting the 
price or ending their contracts. 

Saudi Arabia also told 
.customers prices would be fixed 
from Feb. f , 63 sources said, but 
details were unavailable. 

-They said die National Iranian 
Oil Company, informing its 
buyers that the accord would be in 
effect from the beginning of 
February, invited Japanese 
companies .to visit Tehran by 
mid-January to negotiate new 
terms for their crude contracts. 

There has been less industry 
talk cm implementation of lower 

production ceilings, due to take 
effect at the beginning of January. 

Saudi Arabia has cut 


contractual volumes for January 
by 20 per cent at least for its 
Japanese customers, and some 
sources said Western companies 
were receiving similar reductions. 

Kuwaiti officials say their 
country intends to meet its new 
quota, but it is awaiting responses 
to the declaration of the higher 
price to see if any customers wfll 
cancel before it derides how to 
comply. 

Two other key Gulf producers, 
Iraq and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), have shown 
little sign of cutting their output. 

Iraq refused logo along with the 
accord, and while the UAE signed 
it, some of its customers report it 
will maintain sales in January at 
levels virtually unchanged from 
December. 

New York Times urges stiff tax 
on imported fuel 

Meanwhile, the New York 
Times said Monday in an editorial 
that the United States must 

impose a stiff tax on imported fuel 


if the nation is to escape a repeat 
of the 1973 ofl crisis. 

“Unless Washington stops 
focusing on the prices at the gas 
(petrol) pump and starts looking 
at the prices and dependency just 
over the horizon, the United 
States will be in deep trouble aD 
over again,” the newspaper said. 

Lower prices following the 
collapse of OPEC unity last year 
brought increased consumption in 
a nation that had earlier seemed to 
learn the lesson of conservation, 
the newspaper said. 

But it said conservation is 
needed more than ever now that 
OPEC has finally agreed to a 
unified policy on a modest price 
increase, even if some experts 
believe it won’t last. 

“ Unless Washington sounds the 
alarm and get moving on 
long-term conservation and 
production programmes, the 
(Arabs) will be back in charge of 
our economic destiny, may be 
within a decade,” the newspaper 
concluded. 


Dollar weakens against mark and yen 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


Mitterrand urges government 
to intervene in rail strike 


One sterling 
One U3. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


14600/10 

13790/3800 

1.9490/9500 

23045/60 

1.6265/80 

4058/63 

6450 0/50 

1355/1356 

15930/40 

63175/8225 

7.4100/50 

73810/60 

391.00/391-50 


US. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
french francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


London stock market 


LONDON (R) — Share prices d osed be low best levels after a 
quiet session and at 1530 GMT, the FTSE 100 share index was up 
6.9 at 1,672.0 having touched 1,672-9 initially. 

Dealers said tbe firmer trend reflected end-year book squaring 
operations, white weekend press tips prompted d em and in 
selected issues but seasonal influences kept trading at a low leyeL 

Govemment bonds were firmer on balance wim gains ranging 
to about y« point and gold shares were occasionall y higher in 
minimal activity, dealers added. 

ICI wyWi 5 p off at 1,079 but Glaxo rose 7p to 1,052, while 
British Aerospace moved to 505 from 498, after news of orders 
worth $130 mflfion. 

Racal was a net 2p up at 183, after conditional agreement to 
acquire the minority interest in Vodafone for $160.8 million. 
Pflkmgton gained 8p to 661 following speculation that the 
company will make a profits forecast in defence of bid from BTR, 
deafen added. 

Blue Circle advanced 7p to 670. It rose 8p last Wednesday in 
response to press comment on Adelaide s te a mship ’s increased 
stake in the company. 


HOROSCOPE not received 


THE Daily Crossword by John Ftneck 


SKraOcalay 
9 Sob* it 

13 A Ttaner 

14 MHI Mm* 

15 Lapwkt 

17 in-Md-outm? 

20 Esprit 
cups 

21 Woe* 

22 Strife flower . 
Of NY 

23J oho 

25 Bear Mdeoats 
27 Macaw 
32 AudRoc* 

3fBfr*dS 

37 Pricidy vine 

38 auk* mooting 


PARK (R) — President Francois 
Mitterrand oiged the French 
government Monday to intervene 

tO CUt Shoit a da m a g i n g narirmal 

rail strike, now in its 12th day. 

Sources at the Elysee Palace 
said Mr. Mitterrand, back from a 
nirtomas holiday in Egypt, met 
Prime Minister Jacques Chirac 
and told him foe government 
could not “stand idly by” in the 
face of social conflicts. 

There was no immediate public 
reaction from Mr. Chirac, who has 
up to now ruled out a direct 
government role in the pay 
dilute between the strikers and 
tiie national railway authority 
SNCF. 

- The Socialist president's move 
followed mounting criticism of the- ;’ 

ntTminkliH lifTn frnrn trade unions' 

and the press, “fe the government*' 
on strike?” asked the daily 
Liberation. 

Mr. Jemr Boissonat, a leading 
economic commentator, warned 
that the conflict could degenerate 
into a political crisis, uke the 
student revolt which ended with a 
government efimbdowo earlier 
mis month. 

Mr. Paul Marchefli, leader of 
the moderate white-collar CGC 
union, who has good relations* 
with Mr. Chirac, said the 
government had bl u ndered into 
an “explosive situation” by 
ignoring tiie unions' views on such 
qnestkms as labour le gisl a tion . 

Mr. Marchefli, quoted by tiie 
economic newsletter 
L’Expanrinn, said tiie rightwmg 
Chirac administration had lost the 


support of white-collar staff since 
taking offing in March. 

“Pm shocked by their lack of 
vision,” he said. 

The strike has halted three 
long-distance trains out of four 
and almost all suburban trains 
around Paris, losing the 
state-owned SNCF up to 90 
mil ion francs ($14 million). 

Some commentators said the 
government appeared to have 
miaralmlated in letting the Strflte 
drag on, oounting on widespread 
public anger to force the rarhnen 
bade to work. 

The strikers, who have rejected 
tiie SNCFs call for a return to 
work as a precondition for 
opening negotiations on their 
demands, have said they are 
determined to stay out. 

Union negotiators are due to , 
meet the SNCF management 
Tuesday for a regular meeting of a 
joint committee on working 
conditions, but the talks are not j 
expected to cover the main issues 
at stake in the dispute. 

The raflmen say several years of I 
austerity have left them wilhout a ■ 
real pay increase. 

' The strike movement, which 
Sunday elected a national 
coordination bureau, has largely 
taken tiie unions, divided on 
political lines, by surprise. 

The new grass roots militancy, 
according to the leftwing 
newspaper Le Matin, heralds the , 
arrival of a “post-Communist” era. 
at the SNCF, once a bastion of the 
•Communist-led CGT union 
federation. 


FRANKFURT (R) — The dollar 
tumbled Monday against the West 
German mark on European 
foreign exchange markets, 
influenced by forecasts of a 
sluggish US. economy in 1987. 

It was traded as low as 1.9425 
marks and was fixed in Frankfurt 
at midday at 1.9458, well below its 
1.9645 close on December 23, tbe 
last trading dry in the West 
German financial centre before 
tbe Christinas break. 

Gold was fixed in London 
Monday morning at $391.40 an 
ounce in quiet trading, barely 
changed from its last fixing on 
Christmas Eve, dealers said. 

The dollar also weakened 
against the yen, trading just over 
-159 yen, down on its 
pre-Christmas levels on around 
160 yen. 

Trading in the US. currency 
was thin ahead of tbe New Year 
holiday, dealers said, with 
fluctuations making a deep impact 


on the market. They added that an 
upward reaction could follow 
closely oo tiie recent drop, since 
1.95 irmrks was considered a 
strong psychological resistance 
point. 

“The risk is sooner or later we 
could have an oversold market 
and could expect a ft*4inirai 
counter-movement up to 2.03 
marks,” said Mr. Edchart Hager, 
currency analyst at Chase Bank. 

But the dollar’s weakness 
reflected strong underlying fears 
about Uneconomic prospects for 
1987 and market expectations 
that analysts’ forecasts of a further 
dollar decline would be proved 
correct, dealers said. 

The huge trade deficit carried 
by the United States and expected 
to exceed $140 bflfion this year 
was a major factor undermining 
confidence in the dollar and 
forefog investors to look for. 
alternatives, they added. 

Although die dollar has fallen 


by about a third against other 
major currencies like West 
Germany’s made and Japan’s yen 
since mid-1985, the deficit 
persists while these countries 
continue to run trade surpluses, 
adding weight to predictions that 
the dollar must fall further. 

Dealers in Tokyo said the 
dollar's most recent tumble there 
was triggered by comments by 
Bank ofJapan Governor Satoshi 
Sumita that a lower dollar rate of 
159 to 160 yen was acceptable. 

Mr. Karl Otto Foehl, president 
erf West Germany’s central bank, 
was quoted Sunday as saying 
further decline in the dollar's 
value could harm the West 
German economy and increase 
pressure on European currencies. 

“A further depreciation of the 
dollar could seriously restrict 
West German economic growth 
and aggravate tensions within the 
European Monetary System,” Mr. 


foehl told the West German 
newspaper Welt Am Soon tag. 

Among those who predicted a 
weaker dollar in 1987 was Mr. 
Henry Kaufman, chief economist 
at the Wall Street brokerage 
house Salomon Brothers, wfo 
said earlier this month that the 
dollar was likely to fall to 1.75 
marks and 150 yen. 

The 24-nation Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) also said a 
drop in the dollar's value could be 
needed to correct tiie US. trade 
deficit. 

The thrust of the semi annual 
OECD report, published in 
mid-December, was a warning 
that tiie industrialised nations 
must address the glaring 
imbalance in their trade, or else 
protectionism and turmoil in the 
current markets might imperil 
even their present, modest 
economic expansion. 


Istanbul stock exchange regains prominency 


ISTANBUL (R) — The stock 
exchange in Istanbul, once the 
bustfing commercial centre of the 
sprawling Ottoman empire, has 
outstripped expectations in the 
first year of its revival after more 
than 60 years in limbo. 

Rows of desks fining the small 
trading floor on the second storey 
on the austere state bank still give 
the p'gf’hangff the air of a school 
classroom. 

But brokers are enthusiasJc, 
with average monthy trading 
volume surging above 400,000 
shares this month from 178,000 in 
January just after its launch and 
some price boosts of over 100 per 
cent. 

“The exchange trading volume 
reached a level beyood our 
expectations,” one broker 
i^a lamented 

Istanbul was a thriving 
commercial centre early this 
century, and the exchange 
reflected its position at tiie heart 


of tiie Ottoman empire. 

The empire vanished with 
World War L however, and with 
the pgmhliJ* mem of the Turkish 
republic in 1923 tiie exchange 
became a forgotten institution. 

It never dosed. Brokers just 
didn’t use it, although die dty 
remained modern Turkey’s 
financial centre. 

Then on Dec. 26, 1985, Prime 
Minister Turgut Oral reorganised 
the exchange as part ofhis drive to 
implement market-oriented 
economic policies in Turkey and 
liberalise the country’s capital 
markets. . 

hi the year since its relaunch, 
the number of registered hanks, 
brokerage houses and individual 
brokers has climbed to 47 from 
36. Exchange executives now are 
bunting for larger premises. 

Brokers believe it is only logical 
that Istanbul should continue to 
build on its role as the country’s 
financial centre. 


9iortage of shares 

But the first year of stock 
trading has not been without its 
problems. Brokers complain that 
there is a serious shortage of 
stocks to be haded, with large 
family-owned businesses still 
reluctant to go public with share 
flotations. 

“Our main bottleneck is tiie 
shortage of shares to be traded," 
exchange chairman, Mr. 
Muharrem KarsK, told Reuteis. 

forty major stocks are fisted, 
but earlier this month Mr. Ozal 
launched a scheme to encourage 
family businesses to go public. The 
idea is simple: Tbe higher the level 
of public ownership, tiie lower to 
oonqiany’s corporate tax rate. 

“This will greatly help to 
increase shares to be traded at the 
exchange in the long run,’’ broker 
Murat Kuran said. 

The planned privatisation of 
some state-owned companies and 


tbe selling to the public of some 
company shares the state 
enterprises hold could also 
increase tbe supply of stock on tbe 

market 

Up to late December, 
transactions' of the exchange 
totalled just over one bflfion lira 
($130 million) in value. But 
government bonds and short-term 
paper made up over 90 per cent 

In a further bid to boost the 
exchange and reduce unregistered 
“over me counter'' trading, die 
authorities agreed to waive a 0.1 
per cent commission on bond 
transactions. 

A daily index is planned from 
Jan. 1, but the exchange said the 
“average productivity” of the 40 
major shares listed was 84 per cent 
in the first year of operation. 

Brokers said Ithis compared 
favourably with retail price - 
inflation of 30.6 percent over the 
same period. 


Peanuts 



41 f onfefln w 

42 EM of pray 

43 Impedance 

44 Enjj. noveftn 

45 PM 
47 Thalia 
JSDetcsMfed 
53 Awkward 

sb Pm 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ELEGY PRIZE VASSAL FOURTH 

Answer When you invite someone to an outrageously 
expensive restaurant— - - 
ft SERVES YOU RIGHT 
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Peking students march in 
defiance of new regulations 


PEKING (AP) — Students seeking more freedoms 
and democratic reforms marche d Monday through 
snow-packed streets of Peking, where officials had 
barred demonstrations without police approval. 


It was not immediately known if 
police gave permission for the* 
protest march that began early 
Monday and lasted for about five 
hours. The police followed the 
students, but did not try to 
interfere. 

Sources said students from 
Peking Teachers University 
marched to Peking University and 
then on to Qinghua University, 
which are all in the same area in 
the north west part of the capital 
city. 

Posters put up at Peking 
University said there was 
confrontation at the Qinghua 
University when guards tried to 
prevent the student protesters 
from entering the campus. 

One poster said several students 
were detained by police after they' 
entered the campus. There was no 
official word on whether any of 
the students were detained. 

The poster said several 
thousand students participated in 
the demonstration that began 
when several students, angered 
that a pro -democracy poster on 
the campus had been tom down. 


set off for the other schools. 

The Peking Evening News said 
Monday that 200 to 300 students 
had taken to the streets “at die 
instigation of some isolated 
individuals.” 

It said they disturbed the sleep 
of the students in the universities 
they visited and “were rejected by 
the students ... and had to leave 
disgracefully.” 

The newspaper said the march 
was illegal and that organisers 
would be held legally responsible, 
but did not elaborate. 

The protest was the first to 
move into the streets of Peking 
since last Tuesday, when about 

1.000 students held a march after 

4.000 rallied at Qinghua 
University. 

Students have demonstrated in 
at least nine Chinese cities during 
the past month. 

One postsrat Peking University 
called on students to gather for a 
pro-democracy rally on New 
Year’s Day at Tiananmen, the vast 
square in central Peking. 

Sources in Nanking in eastern 
China said demonstrations that 


South Africa clamps 
down on black schools 


JOHANNESBURG (R) -The 
South African government issued 
"new emergency regulations aimed 
at countering political unrest and 
alternative education courses in 
black schools. 

The regulations, published in a 
special government gazette, 
enable the Black Education 
Department to issue orders 
barring pupils from schools and 
banning any syllabus not 
approved by the government. 

The move is a sign of Pretoria's 
concern over proposals by blade 
community groups to offer 
“People's Education” in black 
schools to replace government 
syllabuses which they see as 
designed to prolong white 
domination. 

The department may also ban 
pupils from wearing clothing 
carrying slogans or badges erf any 
specified organisation and may 
prevent the distribution of any 
pamphlets or posters. 

The government gazette said 
the director-general of the 
Department of Education and 
Training may issue orders “for the 
puiposeof the safety of the public, 
the mai nten a nce of publicoider or 
tiie termination of the state of 
emergency.” 

Penalties for disobeying an 
order axe fines of 4,000 rand 
($1,800) or two years in prison. 


Hie new regulations mark a 
further tightening of South 
Africa’s six-month-old state of 
emergency. 

Earlier this month President 
P.W. Botha imposed new 
restrictions on the media and 
ordered a roundup of government 
opponents to head off a Christmas 
“terror campaign'” he said was 
being planned by African 
National Congress (ANC) 
guerrillas. 

Blade schools have been a 
hotbed of opposition to the 
government since 1976. In some 
areas pupils have boycotted 
schools for up to two years in 
protest against what they regard as 
inferior black education. 

Groups like the National 
Education Crisis Committee, 
worried that blade children will be 
deprived of teaching, have said 
they should return to school. 

They have proposed setting up 
alternative education courses 
including the banned teachings of 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela, 
jailed for life in 1964 for plotting 
sabotage and revolution. 

The Soweto Parents Crisis 
Committee, set up to find ways of 
ending the crisis m Mack schools, 
called on pupils Monday to return 
to classes at the start of the new 
term in January. 


U.S. nearly ends search for 
Moscow embassy workers 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Thousands of Americans have 
answered help-wanted ads for the 
US. embassy in Moscow since the 
Soviet support staff was# 
withdrawn, and officials say 
they're nearly finished reviewing 
the applicants. 

The first of between 60 and 90 
workers from maids to 
translators are expected to leave 
for Moscow in mid-January, said . 
•David Mulenex, the State 
Department’s post management 
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The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pus 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 

Every card played by a defender 
should tell a story. If partner lis- 
tens to the tale, he might find a 
way to help. 

North-South reached a reason- 
able three no trump contract after 
an uncomplicated auction. Since all 
North's points were prime, his 
hand was actually worth more 
than the 13 it counted. Unfortu- 
nately, South did not use his assets 
to best advantage. 

West led the king of diamonds, 
then continued with the queen and 


nine when declarer held up the ace 
for two rounds. Since this defense 
marked West with the J-10 of dia- 
monds, his nine had to be a suit 
preference signal, showing a possi- 
ble entry in the lower- ran king suit: 

Clubs. To give his partner a helping 
hand, East discarded the queen of 
dubs! 

Now there was no way for de- 
clarer to set up his clubs without 
allowing West to gain the lead, and 
when he did West had two more 
diaamonds to cash. Down one. 

We salute East for his brilliant 
defense, but he did receive an as- 
sist from declarer. South should 
have won the second rbund of dia- 
monds. thus preventing East from 
jettisoning the queen of dubs. 

Declarer must set up dubs by 
losing a trick in the suit to Blast. If 
East then has a diamond to return, 
the suit is breaking 4-3. and declar- 
er can afford to lose three diamond 
tricks and a dub. 

At trick three, declarer must 
cross to dummy with a heart and 
lead a dub toward his hand . If East 
pops up with the queen, he is al- 
lowed to hold the trick; if he plays 
low. declarer rises with the ace and 
ducks a dub, hoping to find that 
East had started with either a dou- 
bleton queen or Q-J-x, Nine tricks 
come rolling home. 


had continued in that city from 
Monday through Saturday 
tapered off Sunday, but added 
students continued to erect 
pro-democracy posters at' 
Nanking University. 

China's leading newspaper, the 
Communist Party’s People's 
Daily, strongly criticised the 
{HO tests. 

Hie article published Monday 
said the demonstrators have “a lot 
of muddle-headed and erroneous 
viewpoints on the question of 
democracy of which the most 
outstanding one is die idea that 
one can discard the {laity 
leadership and the Socialist 
system when talking about 


It said this viewpoint has 
“exerted a considerable influence 
on a few people and merits our 
close attention.” 

The Peking Daily reminded 
students in an editorial Monday 
that it is illegal to put up “big 
character’ 1 posters, which are 
repugnant to many Chinese 
because of their association with 
the 1966-76 Cultural Revolution 
and its ensuing political turmoil 
and repression. 

The newspaper said people who 
putup the posters or interfere with 
their removal will be punished, 
but did not specify penalties. 


National television Sunday 1 
nigh t quoted veteran Communist 
leader Wang Zhen criticising 
people who spread nihilism, 
denigrated China and advocated 
all-round Westernisation. 

A Western diplomat said the 
stem language used in the official 
press over the past few days 
showed growing impatience 
toward the student unrest 

“Protests now are becoming 
increasingly dangerous. The price 
of dissent has risen in the last few 
days,” he said. 

A foreign student at the 
Teachers' University said the 
students chose to march m the 
early hours of the morning to 
catch the authorities unawares 
and reduce risk of identification. 

Staff at tiie college were trying 
to identify the leaders of the 
demonstration, he added. 

The students set out on the 
march banging drums and 
chanting slogans calling for 
democracy ana freedom, he said. 

A-foreign reporter disputed title 
Peking Evening News account, 
saying he saw the students enter 1 
both Peking and Qinghua 
Universities, where the numbers 
swelled to up to 3,000. 

He said that up to 30 police in 
cars accompanied them as they 
marched from Peking to Qinghua 
Universities but made no arrests. 


Kim II Sung re-elected 
president of North Korea 


TOKYO (AP) — North Korea’s 
legislature convened Monday and 
re-elected President Kim II Sung, 
who has led North Korea since it 
was divided from South Korea in 
1945. 

State-run Radio Pyongyang and 
the official Korean Central News 
Agency gave few details about the 
session of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly, but said it would 
“spread a new blueprint of 
prosperity ahead of the republic." 

The agency, monitored in 
Tokyo, said the Central 


Committee of the Workers 
(Communist) Party on Saturday 
approved the lmeup of top 
government positions to submit to 
the assembly. 

The committee, chaired by the 
74-year-okl Kim, also approved 
target figures for North Korea’s 
third seven-year economic 
development plan, the agency 
said. It said the plan would 
“completely solve the problems of 
food, clothing and housing of our 
people and drastically improve 
their lives.” 


Soviets reportedly to free 
thousands of dissidents 


officer for the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. 

“The number of applicants has 
run into the thousands,” said 
Michael Gulina, a senior vice 
president at Pacific Architects and 
Eogmeers Inc., the Los Angeles 
firm hand Eng the talent hunt for 
the embassy. The company has 
experience running private and 
public sector American outposts 
overseas. 

The officials described the 
recruitment project in Sunday’s 
Los Angeles Times. 


LONDON (AP) - Soviet leader 
I Mikhail Gorbachev will release 
thousands of political prisoners 
boom prison camps or internal 
exile next year in a major change * 
of Kremlin policy toward 
dissidents, the Sunday Tines of 
London reported. 

The newspaper’s Moscow 
correspondent, Edmund 
Stevens, quoted unidentified 
“senior Soviet sources in 
Moscow” for the story. 

It said a commission consisting 
of representatives of the KGB 
secret police, the Gommunist 
Party and the government's legal 
department has been set up to 
organise the mass release. 

The first sign of the policy 
change was last week's release 
from internal exile of Andrei 
Sakharov, the physicist and 
hu man righ t*; campaigner, the 
report said. 

Larissa Chuksayeva, a dissident 
jailed this year for peace 
canpaigning, is also being freed, it 
said. 

Stevens said his sources “are 

toTS* talking with official 
sanction.” 

The reporter said: “There is 
widespread and open debate 
among Soviet intellectuals and 


scientists, the two groups of the 
Soviet elite who most favour a 
relaxatiopover human ri gh ts, that 
Mr. Gorbachev intends to launch 
the most dramatic reforms since 
the days of (Nikita) Khrushchev” 
tiie Soviet feader in 1953-64, who 
launched reforms after the death 
of dictator Josef Stalin. 

Stevens said that in the past. 
Western experts on the Soviet 
UnL>n argued there could be no 
rapid and fundamental change 
because “any move toward 
something approaching free 
speech would threaten the basic 
concept erf centralised rule by a 
party bathed by the KGB.” 

“However,” he continued, 
“Soviet sources insist that the 
KGB will do as it is told and that 
Gorbachev understands well how 
to handle the security agencies. 
Pressures on the Soviet economy 
also make such liberalisation 
inevitable.” 

The report quoted its sources as 
saying that hundreds of prisoners 
jailed for “economic crimes” such 
as corruption will also be released 
soon, even though that could be 
counterproductive as Mr. 
Gorbachev has already acted 
against corruption, notably in 
Central Asia. 


Protest 

strike 

paralyses 

Punjab 

.CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Militant Sikh students blocked 
streets in three Punjab cities 
Monday at the start of a protest 
strike against death sentences 

impraarl nn the aamotiiis nf In dian 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

Police in Chandigarh, the state 
capital, said most transport was 
halted, schools and colleges were 
closed down and most shops shut 
as the two -day strike took hold 
and paralysed the . troubled 
Sikh-majonty state.* 

Thousands of extra police and 
security forces guarded railway 
stations, bus terminals, banks, 
post offices and other state 
buildings, police said. 

They sail 538 members of the 
militant All-India Sikh Students 
Federation (AISSF), which called 
the strike, and of a hardline 
breakaway faction of the ruling 
Akak Dal Party, which is backing 
it, have been rounded up in the 
past two days and put under 
preventive arrest to avert trouble. 

However, the protest was a- 
major challenge to moderate Sikh 
Chief Minister Suijit Singh 
Banrala who is supported by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and 
itappearedto be widely effective 
from the start 

The AISSF has campaigned 
since 1984 for the release of 
hundreds of people detained 
during the army’s June 1984 
assault to oust aimed militan ts 
from Sfichdom's holiest shrine, the 
Golden Temple at Amritsar, in 
which at least 1,000 people were 
killed. 

But the strike was the first 
major protest against tiie death 
sentences passed on tiie Sikh 
bodyguards who killed Indira 
Gandhi in reprisal for having 
Ordered the Golden Temple 
attack. 

The Delhi high court dismissed 
all appeals on Dec. 3 by former 
bodyguard Satwant Singh, 22,' 
who was convicted of murder, and 
on Balbir Singh, 45, and civil 
servant Kebar Singh, 50, who 
were convicted of conspiracy to 
murder. 

The three may still appeal to the 
supreme court and President Zafl 
Singh, a Sikh,anduo date for their 
execution has been set. 

Police said hundreds of 
miBtants in the Sikh holy city, 
Amritsar, the industrial dty 
Julhmdur and tiie town of 
Kaptuthala had barricaded streets 
with drums and were squatting on 
tire roads to stop traffic. 

Hundreds more students who 
tried to take no the streets in 
Amritsar to enforce the strike in 
the bazaar were pushed back into 
a college by paxa-mOitaxy forces, 
police said. 

Two outlying districts of 
Amritsar were under indefinite 
police curfew for fear of 
Sikh-Hindu dishes after recent 
killings by Sikh extremists 
ranip fligning for an independent 
Sikh homeland in Punjab called 
KhaKstan (land of the pure). 

More than 690 people have 
died in the extremist-related 
violence in Punjab this year, 
according to inofficial figures. 

Almost all trains and buses 
stopped running at midnight to 
avoid trouble. A few 
long-distance buses and trains still 
running with armed guards were 
empty, pohoe added. Sdaools were 
closed in major towns. 

About 70 per cent of stops in 
Punjab are owned by Hindus, who 
oppose the strike but police said 
most shut down to avoid violence 


Colombo offers new 
bid to break deadlock 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri L an k a has 
proposed setting up a body to 
coordinate activities among 
autonomous provincial councils in 
a bid to break a deadlock in peace 
tailing aimed at mriwg the Tamil 
separatist war,' Finance and 
Pimniug Minister Ronnie De Mel 
said. 

A minis try statement Monday 
quo ted Mr. f)e Mel as telling local 
reporters in tiie United Arab 
Emirates that there would be 
“news of peace” in Sri Lanka early 
in the year. 

Mr. De Mel arrived in Dubai 
last week as part of a tour of 
Middle East countries. 

He said Tamil rebels have 
softened their stance after the Sri 
Lankan government last month 
offered a compromise proposal of 
three separate provincial councils 
in eastern province. 

He said the government had 
stated that, although it could not 
merge eastern and northern 
provinces, it is prepared to have 
an intra-provincial ministerial or 
coord mating council so that the 
provinces can meet and discuss 
their problems. 

“This new initiative has the 
Tnrfom government’s backing and 
we are awaiting their (Tamils’) 
response. India has to convince 
the militants about the initiative ,” 
Mr. De Mel said. 


Official sources said the scheme 
was conveyed to two Indian 
envoys who were in Colombo two 
weeks ago to discuss Sri Lanka’s. 
peace proposals. 

Sri Tanka has been negotiating 
with the rebels through Indian 
mediation on a plan to devolve 
powers to autonomous provincial 
councils planned to be set up in all - 
nine provinces including northern 
province where Tamils 
predominate. 

The three-year-old separatist 
war has largely been confined to 
the island’s northern and eastern 
provinces which rebels want to 
merge to form a Tamil homeland.. 
More than 4,500 people have died 
in communal violence since 
1983. 

“We have now gone almost 85 
per cent towards settlement, 
based on devolution of power” by 
establishing provincial councils, 
Mr. De Mel said. 

"There are a few difficulties and 
snags that are required to be 
overcome but it will be possible to 
overcome the hurdles very soon,” 
he said. 

Mr. De Mel said there had been 
informal hats for a possible New 
Year truce but no formal 
proposals had been made. The 
mihtaxy and rebels had a two-day 
ceasefire from Dec. 25. 



Philippines files $750m 
suit against Marcos 


MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
government commission Monday 
filed a $750 mitEnn suit against 
ex-President Ferdinand Marcos to 
recover properties in New York it 
said were fllegally acquired. 

Jbvito Salonga, chairman of the 
Presidential Commission on Good 
Government (PCGG), said the 
commission filed the suit with the 
Sandigan Bayan, a special 
Philippine court handling graft 
cases. 

The move follows a decision by 
a United States court erf appeals to 
uphold a ruling by a tower court 
freezing dealings in the properties. 

Mr. Salonga said in a statement 
that the properties include four 
buildings in Manhattan and an 
estate in Long Island, which have 
an estimated gross value of S350 
million. 

“This is the first in a series of 
suits ;., against the Marcoses, their 
cronies and business associates, 
involving the Six-gotten wealth 
they acquired here and abroad 
during Marcos’ 20 years in 
power,” the statement said. 

Marcos has been living in 
Hawaii since he was overthrown 
by a civilian-backed military 
revolt in February that swept 
Gorazon Aquino into office. 

Mr. Salon ga said other suits 
would involve bank accounts and 


properties owned by Marcos in the 
United States and other countries 
estimated to be worth between S5' 
bUEon and $10 billion. 

“The bulk of the Marcos wealth 
is not here or in the United 
States,” Mr. Salonga said. ""It is in 
Switzerland.” 

Mr. Salonga told a press 
conference later that the Aquino 
government has to get a verdict 
from a Philippine court before it 
can recover the frozen properties. 

“The judgement by the US. 
circuit court of appeals has 
indicated that while they have 
frozen the Marcos properfy, the 
question of unlawful taking of 
these properties, the question of 
misappropriation of public, funds 
has to be decided in a civil 
proceedings by a Philippine 
court,” he said. 

Mr. Sakmga said Mr. Marcos 
‘"need not come back to the 
Philippines ... for the purpose of 
this suit (because) he would be 
served through our consular 
authorities in Honolulu.” 

Asked if he would oppose 
Marcos coming tome in case he 
wanted to appear in court to 
defend himself, Mr. Salonga said: 
“I do not have to oppose because 
it is his right under international 
law, bat he must face all tiie risks j 
in coming back." j 


American mystery writer dies 


MILWAUKEE (R) — John D. 
MacDonald, the best-selling 
mystery writer who created the 
character Travis McGee and 
authored more than 500 pieces of 
fiction, a has died from 
complications following heart 
surgery. 

A spokesman for St. Mary's 
Hospital said the 70-year-old 
author had lapsed into a coma on 
Dec. 10 and never regained 
consciousness. He had been 
sustained on a respirator. 

MacDonald, a resident of 
Sarasota, Florida, had come to 
Milwaukee for the heart surgery 
performed by Dr. W. Dudley 
Johnson, a bypass pioneer. 

Born in Sharon, Pennsylvania, 


MacDonald attended the 
University of Pennsylvania and. 
Syracuse University. He received' 
a masters of business 
administration from Harvard in 
1939, and frequently put his 
knowledge of finance to use in his 
complex {dots. 

Known for his realistic, 
intelligent thrillers, MacDonald 
produced best-selling novels 
packed with colour and details 
from tiie daily lives of the rich, the 
crooked and the corrupt 

MacDonald won fans around 
the world with his characterTravis 
McGee, the chivalrous, 
soft-spoken “salvage expert” — 
tracker of missing property — who 
starred in his mysteries. 


50 Soviet emigres return home after 4 unhappy years’ in U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty Soviet 
emigres were headed home 
Monday after 'unhappy years” in 
the United States, and some said 
they are looking forward to 
reunions with their families 
despite an uncertain future back in 
the USSR- 

Many interviewed before they 
boarded an Aeroflot jetliner late 
Sunday night said they don't 
know where they will work or 
whether they will be accepted by 
old friends and neighbours after 
their years in the West. 

The Aeroflot desk at Kennedy- 
International Airport was 
mobbed by tearful Russians who 
were bundled up in heavy fur coats' 
and hats and hugged friends and 
family as they bade them goodbye. 
Some carried portable stereos and 
other electronics gear. 

Soviet officials said it was the 
biggest group of emigres to return 
to the Soviet Union from tiie 
United States, and the regularly 
scheduled weekly flight to 
Moscow was delayed more than 
five boars so a larger jet could be. 
flown in. 

“I felt guilty for leaving' 4 tiie 
Soviet Union 8 Vi years ago, said 
Taras Kordonsky, who was 
retaming to his wife, Ludmilla,- 
and 16-year-oki son, Timofei. 

He said be was prepared for 
harsh treatment from some who 
may resent his initial departure 
and return, but added: "The' 
Russian people can forgive." 


Alexander Cbeikasets, who left 
a good position in a travel agency 
in the Soviet Union to work as a 
limousine driver in New York, 
said he hoped he could get his old 
job back. 

"If s hard to imagine what I will 
do,” he said. “The Soviet 
authorities here said we should 
not have any problems with the 
authorities there.” 

For many, the journey back to 
the Soviet Union will mean a 
reunion with a child, spouse or 
paren t they have no t seen in years. 
Others were never happy with life 
in the United States — 
particularly New York Gty, 
where many of those returning 
Sunday lived after their 
emigration — or became steadily 
disillusioned with it 
Kordonsky, a 3 8 -year-old 
musician who was toting his guitar 
and a fender bass that would be a 
gift for his son, said he was 
unhappy almost immediately after 
arriving in the United States. 

“There was the alienation, the 
feeling I don't belong, the anxiety 
and tomesideness be said. 

Irina "Galetsky, who was 
re cuming to Leningrad with tor 
husband, Yuri, and throe children 
after nine years in the West, said 


American friends, “everybody 
thinks I am a Soviet spy, and I am 
not a Soviet spy." 

It was the third group 
repatriation in as many months. In 


October and November, Soviet 
officials announced the return of 
17 other emigres. 

Some of the returnees had 
applied several times for 
permission but were turned down, 
said Alexei Zhvakm, the vice 
consol of the Soviet embassy in 
Washington who was m New York 
to handle the paperwork. 

Some returning Sunday said 
they got an immediate OK when 
they applied in recent months. 

Soviet spokesman Igor Bulav 
said last month that about 1,000 
emigres in the United Slates have 
applied to return. 

The strain of Sunday night’s 
departure was evident as the time 
grew near for the ffight to depart. 

One Russian -speaking visitor 
without a ticket had to to removed 
from the boarding area when to 
got into m argument with a man 
who was returning. 

As the boarding continued, 
Vladimir Glushkov, who was 
scheduled to return to a small 
town near Odessa with his 
parents, wife and two children, 
suffered a seizure. 

A paramedic said the stress of 
the evening may have been too 
much for the 40-year-old 
Glushkov, and there was an 
unexpected tearful farewell as 
GlushkoVs parents got on tiie 
plane and left the rest of tiie family 
behind to care for him. Hours 
earlier, Glushkov spoke longingly 
. of being reunited with relatives in 


Russia and said “everybody 
should be together.” 

Cheikasets. 37. drew a crowd of 
reporters when he arrived for the 
ffight because he had once been 
singled out in a Newsweek 
magazine article on immigrants to 
America. He has spoken of the 
crime, greed and poverty he saw as 
a taxi driver in New York City and 
was invited to visit North Dakota 
by a newspaper columnist to see 
what the rest of the country was 
like. 

He told reporters he could not 
easily explain why to was going 
home, and said mat even some 
close friends who threw him a 
farewell party last week couldn't 
.understand his decision or make 
Mm change his mind. 

Cheikasets then fled the TV 
lights and reporters, hurried down 
the corridor and said, “it is. 
dffficu ft to emigrate twice. 

Many of the emigres had lived 
in the UnitedJStatesfor six to eight 
years but decided to leave because 
‘.‘they oould not get used to the 
American way of living," said Mr. 
Zhvakm. 

“Russia for Russians, America 
for Americans. I want to go home 
to see my mother," said Vladimir " 
Prosbinsky, who fived tore for 
eight years working as atari drra 
and auto mechanic. He said he. 
.wanted to resume his diemical 
engineering studies in the Soviet 

lAnon*. 

Sunday's flight was not 


publicised, but rumours that a 
large number erf immigrants were 
flying back to Moscow began 
circulating in New York’s Russian 
emigre community several weeks 
ago. Most of those leaving were 
from the New York Metropolitan 
area, with some from the 
Washington, D.C, area. 

Boris Molokov, press attache at 
the Soviet embassy in 
Washington, said the group was 
the largest to date to leave the 
United States for the Soviet 
Union. 

At least seven of the returnees 
are naturalised US. citizens, and 
many are Jews, said Zhvakm, who 
came to New York to handle the 
paperwork. The group includes at 
least two famiEes of five , and some 
who are leaving children behind, 
to said. 

! The children staying behind 
“came to the US. at the beginning 
of their teens” and were able to 
get used to the American way of 
life better than their . parents, 
Zhvakin said. 

Other fa m ffi e s , however, are 
“afraid of destroying their 
children," Zhvakm sail, citing 
what he said was a violent and 
permissive society in the United 
States. “They don’t want !their 
children to be criminals." 

Pete Martinez, a State- 
Department duty officer as ted for 
comment on tiie departure, said 
singly : “This beingafiee country, 
people are free to travel and do 1 
what they want" 


Royal security tighter 
after burglar warning 

KING’S LYNN. Endand (AP) — 
Security at the royal mansion of 
Sandringham has been ti^etened 
afterataer convict saidrtwas 

easy to burglarise a poiiw^f 

has confirmed. Peter 
assistant chief constable ot 
Norfolk in eastern Englaral. ^ 
that Jeffrey Wolfe- 
"indicated various things » 

Tm absolutely confident that ne 
could not get into Sandrmgfa^n 
House now,” Howse said. Howse 
wouldn't say what extra security 
steps had been taken. But 
Wolf e-Emery said he 

recommended .putting in 
remote-control video cameras like 
those at Wandsworth Prison m 
London, where he did time for 
burglary; installing a better 
burglar alarm system to detect 
anyone breaking in from the roof, 
and an improved standby 
generator to prevent the fights 
going out in a power failure. 
Queen Elizabeth II and members 
of her famil y arrived Sunday for 
their customary six-week, 
post-Christmas holiday at 
Sandringham, a 274-room 
Jacobean style house on a 
20,000-acre (8,094-hectare) 
estate. 

Head of Soviet film 
industry replaced 

MOSCOW (AP) — Filipp 
Yermash.the longtime toad of the 
state committee on 
cinematography reported to be at 
ideological odds with many of the 
nation's filmmakers, was sent into 
retirement. The Soviet News 
Agency TASS said Yermash was 
replaced as bead of the state film 
industry by Alexander 
Kamsbalov, a 54-year-old former 
teacher and official of the 
Communist Youth League. TASS 
said Yermash was replaced by 
decision of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet, the national 
parliament. The report did not 
confer the customary note of 
thanks for Yermash's 14 years as 
committee chairman, whidi would 
have been expected for an official 
leaving in good standing. 
Yermasn, 63, was • considered 
responsible for holding^ up the 
distribution of several turns that 
Have drawn large crowds since 
their release this year. Also, the 
Soviet media have been 
complaining for two years that the 
film industry has suffered in 
prestige, qualify and popularity 
under Yermash’s direction. 

Steam blamed for 
phone outage 

NEW YORK (AP) — An 
■ underground steam leak was 
Named for cutting service to 
approximately 1,200 telephone 
tines in mid town Manhattan for 
more than 12 hours. New York 
telephone officials said. The' 
service disruption knocked out all 
incoming and most outgoing 
telephone service at tbe 
Associated Press World 
Headquarters in Manhattan. The 
outage began at 0010 GMT 
Sunday, when a leaking Con 
Edison Power Company steam 
line caused water to condense on 
the inside of four New York 
telephone cables, according to 
Tony Hart, the phone company’s 
cable maintenance manager for 
mid town Manhattan. One of the 
cables serves commerical 
customers in the midtown area, 
including the AP. Hart said the 
AP was the only customer to 
complain, presumably because tbe 
other companies were dosed for 
tbe weekend. Service was restored 
by 1800 GMT Sunday, Han said. 

' s 

Book on Scottish 
dialect sells well 

. 

GLASS GOW, Scotland (AP) — 

A Glassgpw mother who tells a 
naughty child that it risks a skelp 
ion the bahookie may well be 
understood in Fiji with the 
publication of a new book on 
Scottish dialect. The Pacific Island 
group is one of tbe {daces around . 
the world to learn that the quaint 
phrase means a -smack on the ; 
’bottom from an unlikely best 
seller entitled, the Patter — A • 
Guide to Current Glassgow ■ 
Usage. Copies of the book have V 
also been ordered by readers and . ; 
dealers in the United States, : 
Canada and Brazil. "'The book is : 
by far the biggest-selling 
publication we have ever bad," 
said Deirdre Craig, secretary of 
the Glassgow Public Libraries 1 
Board, “It was expected to sell 
2,000 copies at best when it was ; 
launched 15 months ago," she > 
said. “But the first printing sold ; 
out in 10 days and sales axe now " 
over 30,000, most of those abroad : 
going to expatriate Scots." “We 
are all astonished and delighted, I 

had no idea the book would do so 

well," said the editor erf the book 
Michael Munro. * 
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